—— Important Sunday School News 





NOW...ALL NEW BEGINNERS COURSE 
Proves that 4 and 5 Year Olds Can 


Understand and Love the Bible! 


Mrs. Marie Frost 
Publications editor at David C. 
Cook Publishing Co.) models her 
new ‘Storygraph Apron,” one of 
the many new lesson aids that 
bring the Bible to life for children 
using the Beginners Course. 





Perhaps the most ingenious, most practical 
way ever devised to dramatize Bible stories. 
Flannel apron with spacious “built-in” story 
area makes teacher a “walking flannelboard” 
as she illustrates Bible stories from the new 
_ Course. Find out all about this clever new vis- 
ual aid when you send for your Free Booklet. 


(Beginners 








New Course Designed by 
Outstanding Christian Educators 


Dr. V. Gilbert Beers, our Executive Edi- 


tor of Children’s Publications, Dr. Beers re- 


Makes Teaching Easier, 
More Effective, More 
Rewarding Than Ever! 


Here at last is a completely 
new, completely practical way 
to teach the Bible to Begin- 
ners. Built to meet the needs 
of your Sunday School as you 
described them, this new 
course makes teaching a de- 
light. Wonderful new visual 
aids catch and hold the chil- 
dren’s interest, while the new- 
est. teaching methods provide 
them with a truly meaningful 
understanding of God’s Word. 


New Course Based On 
Extensive Research And 
Thoroughly Pretested 


Before one word was writ- 
ten, thousands of question- 





naires were sent out to teach- 
ers, superintendents, pastors, 
religious educators. 

Interviews and surveys were 
conducted in churches all over 
the country. The basic aim: to 
find out what you wanted in a 
new Beginners course, what 
was missing in existing cur- 
riculums, how a new course 
could answer all your needs. 

We built a brand-new course 
based on the results and tested 
it thoroughly in the classroom. 

Teachers acclaimed it en- 
thusiastically. They found the 
Bible at the core of every les- 
son, they liked the eye-catch- 
ing new visual aids, the sim- 
pler, more effective handwork, 
the step-by-step, easier to use 
Teacher’s Guide. 


ALL NEW in 4 IMPORTANT WAYS 


Brand-new Curriculum. Two 
years of lessons and review, 
with the continuity you want. 
Considers every facet of the child’s 
spiritual and social needs, develops 
as the child’s mind and experience 
develop. 

Sparkling New Content. Bible 

stories and life examples that 

* have meaning to 4’s and 5’s... 

lesson themes woven throughout for 
effortless learning .. . all parts of 
the lesson tied together in the new 
step-by-step Teacher’s Guide. 
The new Beginners Course is read 
— it includes ample material 


Up-to-date New Teaching Meth- 
, ods. Research uncovered the. 
best ways to teach. Our staff 
tested, combined and refined them 
into the most sensible way ever to 
teach the Bible to Beginners. 
Dramatic New Visuals. You 
F asked for more visual aids, 
better visual aids. You'll get 
them in this new course. New Story- 
graph Apron, new Handwork Activi- 
ty Packets, new Bible Teaching Pic- 
turés all help make your job easier 





and more effective. 


to start fall quarter in your Sunday 
r use in Beginners Church as well— 


ceived his Th.D. from Nortiern Baptist Sem- 16-page Booklet describes the course for you in full detail. 
inary and served as Associate Professor of 
—= Education before joining David C. 
ook. 16-PAGE 
BOOKLET IN 


Mrs. Marie Frost, | 
FULL COLOR 


See your Christian Bookstore or 
Mrs. Frost, wife of a 
minister and mother of five young children, 


Mail Coupon Below for 
is our Editor of Beginners Publications. She 


is widely known as an author of ris- > 7 


tian literature for Sunday Schools, and : ‘ 








To: David C. Cook Publishing Co., Dept. 4 F 
850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin, Ill. 


Please mail me your Free 16-page Illustrated Booklet with all the 
facts about the New Beginners Course. 


Send to. 
Address. 


draws upon her practical experience in- 
cluding 15 years as a public-school teacher. 














David C. Cook 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 
850 North Grove Avenue * Elgin, Illinois 
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City. 

Check: [) Pastor [) Teacher [J Supt. 2 D.R.E. (J Other. 
Full Church Name. 
Address. 
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Bible Study 
Mazsstons 
{JUNE 1960 





June 5, 12, 19, 26 
Tenth United Presbyterian Church, 17th and Spruce 
Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 


June 6, 13, 20, 27 
New York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Church, 308 W. 
46th St., New York, N. Y. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


June 5, 26 
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114th Street and 
Broadway, New York 25, New York 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m., 8:00 p.m. 


June 6-8 
Le Tourneau Christian Camp 
Canandaigua, New York 


HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Greater Northeast Bible Class, First Brethren 
Church, Oxford Ave. and Knorr St., Philadelphia 
11, Pa, . 
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. 


June 12 
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114th Street and 
Broadway, New York 25, New York 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 8:00 p.m. 


June 17 
Nazarene Baptist Church, Nice and Lycoming Street, 
Philadelphia 40, Pa. 
Sunday, 8:00 p.m. 


WALTER R. MARTIN 


Sune 2, 9, 16, 23 
Bible Class of Philadelphia, Leverington Presby- 
terian Church, Roxborough, Philadelphia, Pa. 

_ Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. : 


June 7, 14, 21, 28 
Bible Class of Philadelphia, J. R. Miller Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Chestnut and Heather Roads, 
Upper Darby, Pa. 
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 


June 20-24 
Calvary Evangelical Free Church, Orange, N. J. 
Weekdays, 7:30 p.m. 


For information on obtaining one of these speakers 
for a Bible Study Mission in your church, write to: 


Director of Bible Study Missions 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, 

and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 

and hath made us to be a kingdom and 

to be priests unto God and His Father; 

to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen 


Revelation 1:5, 6 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ONE PAGE OF NEW TESTAMENT 
CONVERTS ORTHODOX JEW IN ISRAEL 


By George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary, Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 


A young orthodox Jew walking on Mount Car- 
mel in Israel saw a printed page in Hebrew on 
the ground. He picked it up and discovered it 
was a page from the New Testament. He read it 
and was instantly converted and his soul was filled 
with the joy and peace for which he had been 
searching for years. Our News Bulletin tells the 
stirring story. 

Our co-workers in the State of Israel who are 
going up and down that land visiting homes and 
factories, giving out our New Testaments in He- 
brew and other languages, send glowing reports of 
the continued eagerness of the Jews to receive the 
Life-giving Word. 

In Argentina, South America, the Lord is work- 
ing gloriously. Jewish people are being saved as 
they receive and read our Prophecy New Testa- 
ments. One Jew in Buenos Aires received one of 
our Spanish Testaments. He read it and was born 
again. He received training and has become pastor 
of an evangelical church. He has asked our Cam- 
paign for 3,000 Spanish Prophecy Testaments for 
his church members to give to Jews to help in lead- 
ing them to Christ. We are gladly supplying them. 

Our chief distributor among Jews in Argentina 
requests a large and constant flow of Spanish, Yid- 
dish and German New Testaments each month, 
besides the thousands needed for Jews in Uruguay, 
Chile and other Latin American lands. We are 
ordering 20,000 more Spanish Prophecy Testa- 
ments for Jews. Our secretary in Brazil has just 
written us asking for 10,000 more Portuguese New 
Testaments for Jews there, and we hope to send the 
purchase money for these soon. 

A Jewish couple, saved through our campaign 
in South America, write: “We have surrendered 
to Christ, and we now dedicate our lives to bring 
others to Him.” 

We want to reach more Jews throughout the 
world with the Word of God. Twenty thousand 
of our English Prophecy Testaments for Jews have 
recently come from the press. We are expecting 
another forty thousand copies later this spring. 
June 1960 


Ten thousand Hebrew New Testaments are being 
printed for us right in the land of Israel, in addition 
to the many thousands of Hebrew Testaments pub- 
lished for us in England. There are increasing 
requests for these Testaments in Hebrew, Yiddish, 
English, French, Romanian, Bulgarian and other 
languages for hungry-hearted Jews in many lands. 

In Spain there is now a great hunger for God’s 
Word among needy Gentiles there. A Catholic 
priest in Spain was about to burn a Bible, but he 
began to read it and was saved, and is now an elo- 
quent preacher. The workers in Spain are asking 
our Campaign for 5,000 Spanish New Testaments 
a month! We have already started to supply them. 
Evangelical believers in Spain have started a cru- 
sade to win 50,000 souls to Christ! 

We need your generous gifts and your prayers 
to continue this work among Jews throughout the 
world and among Gentiles in Europe. Surely you 
want to have a share in winning Jews and Gen- 
tiles to Christ with God’s Word! Please ask the 
Lord to show you what you should send us to help 
in giving them God’s Word in THIS HOUR OF- 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 


Thank you greatly for your gracious and prompt 
response and for your earnest intercession! 


 hiieaieine seca Cut out along this line ———————— 
! 

| GEORGE T. B. DAVIS, Executive Secretary ET 
| Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 

Room 1303, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

; Enclined 3s muy. oibt iol 9 scence for providing 


| New Testaments for Jews in Israel, South America, and 
| other lands; and for needy Gentiles in Spain. Please send 
| me your News Bulletin and prayer card. 
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Question: WHEN IS A COLLEGE DEGREE NOT ENOUGH? 
Answer: WHEN IT EXCLUDES THOROUGH BIBLE TRAINING. 


Make sure your college degree includes Bible Training, 
Superficial Bible courses are not enough. 


A college degree with Philadelphia College of Bible’s 
famous Bible Training program assures you that your education 
has been oriented to the historic Christian view of life as 
revealed in the Bible. This type of Bible Training 
gives meaning fo learning. 


Philadelphia College of Bible is one of the few schools 
where you may combine full-scale Bible Training with the 
liberal arts courses that will qualify you for a degree 
at the end of four years. 


Wonderful Christian fellowship, scholarly dedicated faculty, 
good accommodations and food, practical training in 
Christian witness through many interesting channels, and 
a location close to the business center offering many part-time 
employment opportunities —these and many other advantages 
await you at Philadelphia College of Bible. 
Applications for the next semester are expected to 
run beyond capacity. To avoid disappointment, write today for 
full information and a free catalog. 
Dr. Charles C. Ryrie, President 
Department E, Philadelphia College of Bible 
1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Accredited member of Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges 
Approved by Pennsylvania State Council of Education. 


Philadelphia 


College of Bible 








Question: What's an ideal gift for newlyweds? 
Answer: ETERNITY, of course. 
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WANTED 


And you can meet the requirements. If you 
desire to serve the Lord, like to write, enjoy 
studying at home in your spare time, you can 

come a trained Christian writer. Write 
today for FREE sample lesson and informa- 
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in Times Like These 
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LETTERS 


Individual Response 


We want to express our warm ap. 
preciation for the clarity with which 
you answered the question regarding 
child evangelism (“Your Questions 
Answered” April 60). 

We who have been called of the 
Lord to work in this field know that it 
is a most fruitful one providing we 
labor as careful workmen. We are 
aware of the dangers involved, and 
carefully urge all of our folks who 
work to lead children to Christ to treat 
each child as the individual he is. It is 
to be regretted that there are still some 
who work in children’s evangelism who 
seek to evoke a group response. 

JAMES S. KIEFER 

Gen’l director, 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 





‘Little Harry” 


In a recent issue, I read with in- 
terest statements which build up one of 
our presidents as “man of the decade” 
and tear down another as “little Harry 
Truman.” 

‘Is*it necessary to accept your ob- 
vious political presuppositions in order 
to accept the understanding of the 
gospel presented in your pages. 

H. Barry KEEN 
Arlington, Va. 


(The reason I have spoken of Presi- 
dent Truman as “little Harry” is the 
littleness he displayed in his remark- 
able animosity. The United States Dis- 
trict Attorney who brought the charges 
against the Prendergast machine which 
put the bankrupt haberdasher in the 





United States Senate became the tar 
get of Truman’s vindictive malevo- 
lence. When Truman became Senator, 
he attempted unsuccessfully to have 





the district attorney removed. When 
he became President he boldly re 
moyed this man in one of his earliest 


| presidential acts. This “poker-playing, 
| bourbon-drinking Baptist” as “Time” 





called him, manifested a_littlenes 
comparable to that of little Warren 
Harding. The politics of the two were 
alike—loyalty to the machine that ele- 
vated them. The fact that Truman was 
a Democrat and Harding a Republican 
was coincidental. My attitude towards 
these men was never based on “ob- 
vious political presuppositions.” I hope 
that everyone who truly knows the 
gospel will form opinions of right and 
wrong, of greatness and littleness, on 
the sometimes not-so-obvious spiritual 
presuppositions that derive from the 
gospel. DGB) 
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EDITORIALS 





— —— 


Hollywood and Christian Separation 


After we reviewed the film, “Ben 
Hur,” we received three letters criticiz- 
ing us for having described its great- 
ness. One of the critics, a minister’s 
wife, writes graciously as follows: 

“In your own words, Hollywood 
has been guilty of some blasphemous 
attempts at portraying biblical epics. 
Unless we have an intransigent atti- 
tude toward this whole thing, how do 
we who have young children teach 
them the discernment which some 
never achieve in a lifetime? You wish 
believers would invite unbelievers to 
go to see it? Dear sir, are we to invite 
the same unbelievers that we have 
sought to convince of the blasphemy 
and error in Hollywood’s “Ten Com- 
mandments” and “Bathsheba’’? 

The answer to this is a solid, “Yes.” 
It might well be that the Holy Spirit 
would speak to these unbelievers. 

Suppose we should review two books 
by a large New York publisher, let’s 
say Harpers. One of these books I say 
is magnificent and could lead a person 
to Christ. The other one I say is. blas- 
phemous and anti-Christian. 

Now, shall we receive a letter from 
some reader saying, “You mean I am 
to recommend the book you champion 
to the same friend whom I’m trying 
to convince that the other book is 
blasphemous?” The answer, of course, 
= “Yes.” 

Harpers may publish both good and 
bad books and a motion picture com- 
pany may make both good and bad 
motion pictures. The content of the 
book must be the proof of what we 
say. It would be ridiculous to ban 
every book that came from a New 
York publisher. 

Our correspondent continues, “As 
mother of four children I am bucking 
not only the world but the church’s re- 
laxed attitude concerning things which 
seem to have been settled at the time 
of my salvation as a young woman, 
years ago. 

Dear friend, nothing was settled at 
the time of your salvation except the 
fact that the Lord God Almighty had 
saved you. From then on the life of 
Christ must be lived in two dirty 
places: (1) in the flesh (Gal. 2:20) 
and (2) in the world (John 17:11). 


June 1960 


Nothing is ever settled by making rules. 
If you try to be separated from the 
world by cutting yourself off from the 
world, you are embarking on the old 
idea of monasticism. This is never the 
answer. : 

What we must teach our children is 
that we live in a world that crucified 
Christ, that we are to have the Holy 
Spirit lead us day by day in what we 
read and what we see, where we go, 
what we do, what we eat and what we 
drink. 4 

Our friend’s letter concludes, “I am 
personally satisfied that God’s call is 
to his own to come out from among 
the world and be separated. You have 
long since convinced us that this sep- 
aration is not along doctrinal lines. 
Now let’s not throw that verse out alto- 
gether.” 

And most certainly we do not want 
to throw it out. But the coming out 
was a religious separation from the 
pagan temples. Separation is to be in 





COMING 


The _ editor-in-chief discusses 
what Scripture has to say regard- 
ing assurance of salvation in 
“How to Know You Are Saved.” 





the heart. It is wrong to interpret it to 
mean that we are to separate from a 
Christian denomination and it is also 
wrong to interpret it to mean that we 
are to establish Christian life as an 
ascetic monasticism. 

Christ lived his life in such low 
haunts that the Pharisees of His day 
condemned Him for keeping company 
with publicans and harlots. We may 
be quite sure that on the day of Pente- 
cost some of these were among the 
3,000 who passed out of Judaism into 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Separation 
is a matter of the heart and that only. 
(DGB) 


* * * 


The Lord Jesus, Himself, is a “green 
pasture,” the only green pasture in which 
we may lie down free of all disturbance. 
Ordinances and the Word itself are but 
paths leading down into him. 


Can a Sane Man 
Believe in Hell? 


We believe in the truth of eternal 
punishment simply because the Word 
of God teaches it. C.S. Lewis, in his 
introduction to Phillips’ Letters to 
Young Churches, points out that any 
Scripture that might seemingly lessen 
the impact of this truth is overshad- 
owed by the definite statements of 
Jesus Christ. The doctrine of eternal 
punishment is in a very particular 
sense derived from the Lord Jesus 
Himself. 

In the “Letters to the Editor” col- 
umn of an English publication, a cor- 
respondent wrote: “There is little sign 
in practice that anyone believes in 
the everlasting torments of the lost. 
The Inquisitors claimed that their rea- 
son for tormenting men’s bodies was 
to save their souls from being tor- 
mented forever. That at least was log- 
ical. I have yet to meet anyone who, 
apatt from a verbal profession, shows 
any sign of believing that, for ex- 
ample, his unregenerate neighbor will 
be tormented forever and ever. In- 
deed it is doubtful whether such a 
man could retain his sanity.” 

I, for one, believe that I have re- 
tained my sanity, and also believe, 
that many people whom I meet every 
day will be separated from God for- 
ever, in conscious torment. I do not 
care a whit about the nature of that 
torment, for, if the fire is literal, it 
is torment, and if the fires are not 
literal, it is also torment. I believe 
that the worst thing about eternal 
punishment is that it will be constant 
memory of life with an accent on 
self—“He did that to me. . . I wanted 
this and didn’t get it. . . . I hate, be- 
cause I didn’t have what I wanted... .” 
And so on, forever and ever, like 
a phonograph record with a broken 
groove and the same ceaseless discord 
being played forever. 

But how can I retain my sanity 
when I see such a thing? In the same 
way that a surgeon can maintain a 
frozen calm when he sees a child 
brought into the operating room after 
a devastating accident. In the same 
way that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
calm before those who trampled Him 
under foot, even while He wept for 
them. The reason we can maintain 
our sanity in the face of the desperate 
evil in the world is that we know that 
God is on the throne and that He 
will never suffer us to be tempted be- 
yond our ability (I Cor. 10:13). 
Habakkuk couldn’t stand it and won- 
dered how God could stand it (1:1- 
15), until God gave Him the answer. 


This is the subject of this little 

prophecy. 
This same problem came to the 
5 
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When you buy Preferred Risk auto insurance, you get 
full and complete coverage at low cost. Your protec- 
tion is not stripped down. Your cost is low because 
you are a “Preferred Risk’”—a non-drinker—and ex- 
perience shows that non-drinkers have 
fewer and less costly accidents. Because 
we insure only non-drinkers, our acci- 
dent costs are lower and we pass the 
savings along to you—our policyholder 
... and you get high quality coverage. 


FURTHER SAVINGS ON ‘‘MERIT REDUCTIONS’”’ 
Additional “safe driver” savings, have long been a 
regular feature of Preferred Risk insurance. If you 
buy Preferred Risk insurance right now, and have a 
“safe driver” record for the past two years, your cost 
will be 10% lower than Preferred Risk’s regular low 
cost. “Accident-free” driving up to five years will 
save you up to 25%. Don’t delay! 
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mind of David, who said, “When I 
thought how to understand this, it 
was too painful for me; until I went 
into the sanctuary of God; then [| 
perceived their end” (Ps. 73:16, 17). 

The truth of eternal punishment 
cannot be perceived until one has 
been willing to go into the sanctuary. 


* * * 


As Christ was the express image of 
the Father, so we should be the express 
image of Christ. “As My Father has sent 
Me, so send I you” (John 20:31). 


+ as 


The Secret of a 
Healthy Christian Life 


Professor Gordon W. Allport of 
Harvard University urges more psy- 
chological studies of healthy people to 
learn why healthy people tick. Many 
psychological theories, he says, “are 
based on the behavior of sick and 
anxious people, or upon the antics of 
captive and desperate rats,” with “few 
theories derived from the study of 
healthy human beings, those who 
strive not so much to preserve life as 
to make it worth living.” There have 
been many studies of criminals, he 
said, but few of law-abiders, many of 
fear but few of courage, more studies 
of hostility than of effective living 
with fellow men. 

There is a great application here 
for us. People often think of the Chris- 
tian life as a struggle against sin in- 
stead of considering it as a field for 
the continuing triumphs of Christ. 

Many, many believers do not even 
approach the edges of what Christian 
life is to be. The experience of Chris- 
tians is not necessarily Christian ex- 
perience. 

In my thinking I consider the fol- 
lowing paragraph to be, perhaps, the 
most important paragraph I have ever 
written for Christians. We are con- 
fronted early in our Christian life 
with the thought of the cross of Jesus 
Christ and become accustomed to 
thinking of our salvation in terms of 
the death of the Savior. Yet that death 
took place several thousand miles 
away and 1900 years in the past. We 
early learn to annihilate that differ- 
ence in time and space and think of 
the death of Christ as something that 
has immediate application to us. 
“Jesus, keep me near the cross,” is 
entirely comprehensible. The cross is 
not at Jerusalem, but wherever I am. 
The cross is not of the year 30 A.D. 
but as of this moment. 

In exactly the same way we must 
look to the future and to the Lord 
seated in Heaven. Perhaps the most 
important verse in the Bible for Chris- 
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tian growth is that found in the sec- 
ond of Ephesians where we read that 
He has “raised us up (not in the re- 
surrection but in the ascension) and 
made us sit with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ.” This is not a proph- 
ecy of our future but the available 
condition of our present sphere of 
life. This is the normal, this is the 
healthy Christian life. The throne of 
God is not to be distant but here, 
not future but now. Our life is to be 
lived on the earth but God has made 
provision in Christ for us to go “in 
and out” (John 10:9), in to the throne 
and out to the earth; in to the source 
of power and out to the sphere of 
activity. No other life is spiritually 
normal. 
ok * * 


The Christian life of the one who neg- 
lects the study of the Word of God and 
prayer is well described by Christ, “It 
withered away because it had no mois- 
ture” (Luke 8:6). 


* * ca 


The Carnal Thrill 
of Going to Meetings 


I have often thought that there are 
many Christians who get a carnal 
thrill out of going to evangelistic 
meetings, revivals, special missions 
and such, in the same way that 
worldlings get a carnal thrill by going 
to burlesque shows, vaudeville and 
other forms of entertainment. I hes- 
itated to express this thought, but now 
I have discovered that Henry Ward 
Beecher thought it long before I was 
born and expressed it in no uncer- 
tain terms. Glancing through a volume 
of his writings I came upon the fol- 
lowing: 

“There are persons who would like 
to go to meeting every blessed hour 
in the day. They would like to be 
sung to and talked to from morning 
till night. O! it is so pleasant to go to 
protracted meetings, and listen all day 
to exhortations, and wonderful the- 
ories, and exhilarating music, and be 
in a constant state of excitement! 
They want to go to meeting in the 
morning and in the afternoon. They 
must go to meeting. It ill becomes 
me to dissuade people from going to 
a meeting; but do you not suppose 
that a man can be a glutton of re- 
ligious excitement? Persons there are 
who go tagging after meetings all the 
time and doing nothing themsevles. 
And they are self-indulgent. There are 
many ways people may indulge them- 
selves without indulging their appe- 
tites. The necessity of acting under 
the inspiration of duty rather than of 
pleasure, is one of those points which 
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cannot be too much inculcated in the 
family, too much enforced in the 
school, or too often taught in the pul- 
pit. Do not do the things that are 
pleasant: do the things that you ought 
to do.” 

He has another passage of similar 
force concerning reading. Listen: 
“Self-indulgence is seeking present en- 
joyment at the expense of future good. 
It is not wrong for you to enjoy, but 
there is a time for everything; and no 
person has a right so to enjoy the 
present that it cheats the future. That 
is what we ‘mean by self-indulgence. 
Where one courts ease in such a way 
as to interfere with his prosperity; 
where one seeks pleasures of appetite 
in such a way as to clog and block 
up his path; where one has such a 
greed for pleasure as to be unable to 
wait till it is proper for him to have it; 
where one puts enjoyment in the place 
of duty, we say that he is self-in- 
dulgent. And there is a great deal of 
self-indulgence in very pleasing forms. 
There are a great many persons who are 
well-endowed of God, but who will 


COMING 


William Fitch of Toronto, Can- 
ada, begins a series of devo- 
tional studies on the Beatitudes, 








never do anything useful in life. They 
are not gluttons at the table. Neither 
are they given to idleness. But they are 
self-indulgent in the matter of reading. 
[If Beecher had lived in: our day he 
would have said television; but let it 
stand for reading.] I have known per- 
sons to sit for hours reading the papers 
and not reading for a purpose. And then 
after a little walk about the house they 
will take themselves to. reading a 
novel. Then ‘they will eat their din- 
ner and go to reading again. And s0, 
day in and day out, they would be 
found: reading—reading omnivorously 
and continuously: not that reading 
might organize knowledge in them; 


‘not that they might be strengthened 


to accomplish a purpose; but for the 
same reason a glutton eats—because 
they liked it—because it was pleasant. 
Do you not know that you can be 


| self-indulgent in books as well as in 


ice-creams and custards? A man may 
be a glutton of knowledge as well 
as of food. Thousands of such per- 
sons may be shocked to hear me say 
that they are self-indulgent people; 
but they are self-indulgent in many 
things.” 

Let us lay this to heart. Whatever 
we do in life must be for a definite 
purpose. Even our relaxation must be 
for the purpose of resting our tired 
bodies or minds that we may. retum 
to the one purpose which we have 
set as our goal. “The fruit of the Spirit 
is .. . self-control” (Gal. 5:22). (DGB) 
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OUR BIBLE 


Part I—By BRUCE METZGER 


O*: OF the most interesting and thrilling chapters 


of the Holy Scriptures. From the time when they were 
first written and throughout subsequent centuries when 
they were translated into more than a thousand lan- 
guages, the transmission of the Scriptures has been 
both an evidence for and the result of God’s provi- 
dential care. 
The first translation of part of the Old Testament 
into Manx, the Celtic dialect spoken on the Isle of 
Man, was saved as John Kelly, when shipwrecked, held 
the manuscript above water for five hours before being 
rescued. 
The English ex-shoemaker, William Carey, was al- 
most solely responsible for translating parts of the 
Bible into 26 languages of India. 
Somewhat similar. was the work of Samuel I. J. 
Schereschewsky, a brilliant Lithuanian Jew, who, hav- 
ing been converted to Christianity, went as a mis- 
sionary to China. A paralytic affliction kept him in a 
wheel chair for 21 years, during which time he could 
move only the muscles of one hand and arm. Yet he 
translated the entire Bible into a Chinese language 
called Easy Wenli (a colloquial form of Mandarin). 
This version has been called “The One-Finger Bible,” 
because the translator had to type out the entire 
manuscript using only one finger. 
Such examples of Christian determination to trans- 
late and transmit the Word of God are only a few 
from many that illuminate the annals of history. 

Until the invention of printing with movable type 
about 1450 A.D., the surviving works of all ancient 


The author is professor of New Testament Language 
and Literature at Princeton Theological Seminary. This 
article is reprinted by permission: from “Introduction to the 
Bible,” Volume I in “The Layman’s Bible Commentary,” 
published by John Knox Press. 
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HOW WE GOT 


in Church history is the story of the transmission’ 





An account of 20 centuries of diligence and struggle to present you with the 
accurate and authoritative Word of God which you now possess. 


authors had to be passed on in handwritten copies. 

The two materials most widely used were papyrus 
and’ parchment. Papyrus, an aquatic plant of the 
sedge family, grew abundantly in the marshy Egyp- 
ian delta. When mature, the plant, which resembles 
a stalk of corn, was cut down and the stem divided 
into sections about a foot in length. Each of these 
was split open and the core of pith removed. After 
the pith was sliced into thin strips, these tapelike 
pieces were placed. side by side on a flat surface, and 
another layer laid crosswise on top. As the two layers 
were pressed and pounded together, a sheet of papyrus 
was produced that was remarkably durable. 

Even more durable as writing material was parch- , 
ment. This was made from the skins of antelopes, 
sheep, calves, and other animals. The younger the 
animal, the finer was the quality of the skin. Vellum 
was the finest quality of extra-thin parchment, some- 
times secured from animals not yet born. After the 
hair had been removed and the surface dressed, such 
a sheet was lined by scores made with a blunt-pointed 
instrument drawn along a rule. In the case of the 
papyrus sheet, one side was already “ruled” because 
of the direction of the fibers in the strips of pith. 

There were two main forms for ancient books. 
The older form was the scroll. This was made by 
sewing or gluing sheets of papyrus or parchment to- 
gether until a long strip was secured. The ends were 
then attached to two dowels of wood, bone, or metal. 
The maximum average length of such a scroll was 
about 30 or 32 feet; anything longer became excessively 
unwieldy to handle. The writing was placed in nar- 
row columns, each two or three inches wide, running 
at right angles to the length of the scroll. Usually only 
one side of the scroll was utilized. 

The other common form of book in antiquity was 
the codex, or “leaf book.” This was made from either 








parchment or papyrus in a format resembling modern 
books. A certain number of sheets were stacked on 
top of one another and folded down the middle. De- 
pending upon the size of book desired, one or more 
of such quires, as they were called, would be fastened 
together at the back. Unlike the scroll, the codex 
could conveniently receive writing on both sides of 
each sheet. Depending upon the dimensions of the 
codex, one, two or even occasionally three or four 
columns of script were placed on each page. The 
magnificent Codex Sinaiticus, a manuscript of the 
Greek Bible dating from the fourth century A.D., 
presents a sumptuous appearance with eight narrow 
columns of writing on two pages wherever the codex 
is opened. 

Obviously the advantages of the codex form of 
book greatly outweighed those of the scroll. The 
Church soon found that economy of production (since 
both sides of the page were utilized) and ease of 


consulting passages (no need to unroll long portions . 


of a scroll in hunting for a desired passage) made it 
advisable to adopt the codex rather than the scroll 
for its sacred books. It may be, also, that the desire 
to differentiate the external form of the Christian 
Bible from the Jewish scrolls of the synagogue was a 
motivating factor in the change from scrolls to codices. 

The inks which were used for papyrus and parch- 
ment were necessarily different. In the case of papyrus 
a carbon-base ink, made from soot, gum, and water, 
was usually employed. This kind of ink did not stick 
well to parchment, and so another kind of ink was 
made of gall nuts. Sulphate of iron was afterwards 





added to it, as were other chemicals which produced 
a wide variety of colors. Tiles were often written 
with vermilion ink, and today we still speak of the 
“rubrics” of a literary work (from the Latin word 
ruber, meaning “red”) and of “red-letter” days (which 
were marked on the calendar in vermilion). 

Sometimes the parchment of a codex was used a 
second time. Particularly in times of economic de- 
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pression, an older, worn-out volume would be sal- 
vaged and reused for another literary work after the 
former writing had been scraped or washed off. Such 
a manuscript is called a palimpsest (“re-scraped”). 
Today, by the use of chemical reagents and ultra- 
violet ray lamps it is possible to decipher the almost 
totally obliterated underwriting of palimpsest manu- 
scripts. An important palimpsest of the Scriptures is 
the fifth-century copy of the Greek Bible known as 
the Codex Ephraemi, which in the twelfth century 
was erased in order to receive the homilies of the 
Syrian Church Father, Ephraem. (This is, unfortu- 
nately, not the only instance when sermons have 
covered over the Scripture text!). 

Two modes of producing manuscripts were in com- 
mon use in antiquity. One was individual copying. 
An individual would make a new copy, word by word 
and letter by letter, from an exemplar of the literary 
work desired. It was inevitable (as anyone can see 
for himself who tries to copy an extended document) 
that accidental changes would be introduced into the 
text. The accuracy of the new copy would, of course, 
depend upon the degree of the copyist’s familiarity 
with the language and content of what he was tran- 
scribing, as well as upon the care he exercised in 
performing his task. Furthermore, the likelihood that 
errors would creep into the work of the scribe was 
compounded by certain features of ancient writing. 
Several letters in both the Hebrew and the Greek 
alphabets were similar, and were likely to be con- 
fused even by the most conscientious scribe. More- 
over, the fact that ordinarily no space was left between 
words and between sentences made for more than one 
type of mistake. 

The other mode of producing a book was that em- 
ployed at a scriptorium. Here a reader, or lector, 
would read aloud, slowly and distinctly, from the 
exemplar while several scribes seated about him would 
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write, producing simultaneously as many new copies 
as there were scribes at work. This dictation method, 
however, multiplied the kinds of errors that crept 
into the text. In addition to those occasioned by the 
inattentiveness of the scribe or their unfamiliarity with 
the material, others arose because certain letters and 
words in Greek came to be pronounced alike (as 
in English the words “grate” and “great,” and “their” 
and “there”). For example, in later Greek the words 
for “we” and “you” and for “us” and “you” were in- 
distinguishable to the ear. Consequently, in the epis- 
tles of the New Testament, it is often difficult or im- 
possible to decide on the basis of manuscript evidence 
which forms were originally used. 

Among the Jews very great care was taken to copy 
the Old Testament with exactness, and the dictation 
method was seldom employed. On the other hand, 
owing to the rapid expansion of the Christian Church 
and the consequent demand for many copies of the 
Scriptures, sometimes the speedy multiplication of 
copies, particularly by nonprofessional scribes, seemed 
to be of greater importance than strict accuracy of 
detail. 

In addition to divergencies of text arising from in- 
advertence, at times other alterations were deliber- 
ately introduced into the sacred text. Thus, a more 
highly developed liturgy in the Church and the devel- 
opment of ascetical practices in monastic commun- 
ities led occasionally to the modification of what had 
been previously transmitted. For example, in the oldest 
manuscripts of the Gospel of Matthew the Lord’s 
Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13) closes with the words, “And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.” 
Only in the later manuscripts do we find a liturgically 
appropriate doxology added at the end. At first this 
was twofold in form (“For thine is the power and 
the glory forever”) and later threefold (“For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen”). Although Roman Catholics end the prayer 
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with “deliver us from evil,” most Protestants agree 
that this later doxology is an eminently appropriate 
conclusion to the prayer which our Lord taught his 
followers. 

Among ascetical corruptions which have crept-into 
the text during the course of its transmission is the 
addition in later manuscripts of a reference to fast- 
ing in such passages as Mark 9:29; Acts 10:30; and 
I Corinthians 7:5. (The King James Version, which 
translates the later, corrupted form of Greek text, 
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can be compared here with the Revised Standard 
Version, which returns to the earliest form of Greek 
text.) Again, sometimes the copyist succumbed to the 
natural desire to fill out one account with material 
from a parallel account. Thus, in Colossians 1:14 
only the later and more corrupt manuscripts have 
the words “through his blood,” which some well- 
meaning scribe introduced into this verse from the 
parallel expression in Ephesians 1:7. 

Among the thousands of divergencies of text in 
the manuscripts of the Bible (more in the New Tes- 
tament than in the Old), the great majority of them 
involve inconsequential details, such as alternative 
spellings, order of words, and interchange of syno- 
nyms. Among the relatively few instances of variants 
involving the substance of the record, modern scholars 
are usually able to determine with more or less 
probability what the original text was. 

Until 1947 the earliest known Hebrew manuscript 
of the Old Testament (except for a few insignificant 
scraps) was one which dates from the end of the 
ninth Christian century. The form of Hebrew text con- 
tained in this and the later Hebrew manuscripts is the 
so-called Masoretic recension, or edition, of the He- 
brew Bible. This was prepared by Jewish scholars, the 
Masoretes, in the fifth and sixth centuries, A.D., on 
the basis of copies which they possessed representing 
(Continued on page 34) 
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Modern science can already 


N™s that the world is changing alarms ma 
Christians. Possibly because of our need for con- 
servatism in theology, we are disturbed by liberalism in 
politics, education, social patterns, or way of life. And 
so when we must consider the potentialities, good and 
bad, of nuclear energy, automation, space travel, or 
“the brave new world,” we nostalgically wish for the 
security of the good old days. This situation is of more 
than casual interest to a Christian who is also a profes- 
sional scientist because science is a principal cause of 
these changes. 

Among the changes now taking place is one that I 
think may be the most critical of them all. It now af- 
fects the sciences of neurophysiology, experimental 
psychology, pharmacology, sociology and psychiatry. 
Later it will have a powerful influence on ethics and 
philosophy. 

Thoughtful men: have always reflected upon the na- 
ture of the human mind. With the growth of neuro- 
physiology, this inquiry turned to the interaction of 
brain and mind, giving us books like the fascinating 
essay by the late Sir Charles Sherrington, Man on His 
Nature (Doubleday). Traditionally, Christians have 


The author is chairman of the department of physiology 
at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. This 
article is reprinted from the “Christian Medical Society 
Journal,” copyright, 1960. 
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been indiffererft to all of this because they believe that 
God is able té separate body, mind, and even soul and 
spirit. Moreqver, inquiries of scientists have seemed to 
faye little rélation to the business of everyday Chris- 
tian Itfe.Now however, these inquiries into the nature 
of mind have reached a stage not far from that de- 
scribed by Aldous Huxley in his famous fantasy. Not 
that the mind is understood nor that it can be ex- 
plained. But it can be controlled or manipulated by 
forces from outside the individual to a degree which 
may alter more severely than any other factor the way 
we live, the pleasures, goals, customs, manners, laws, 
and even life expectancy of our generation and of our 
children and grandchildren. 

Reports of “brain washing” undertaken by Com- 
munists in central Europe and in Korea were perhaps 
the first tokens. The very history of the Communist 
movement, for example, in China, including the Long 
March, is a dramatic proof of the capacity of men’s 
minds to accept as truth what we believe to be false. 
And later, in the interaction of Communism upon non- 
Communists in prison camps and other situations of 
stress, techniques said to be derived from Pavlov’s 
studies of conditioned reflexes apparently succeeded in 
changing what men did, said, and believed. It requires 
very little imagination to see how these methods, if in- 
deed they are successful, might replace the other and 
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less dangerous “hidden persuaders” of modern adver- 
tising, so that a despot may rule, not by physical force, 
but by a kind of psychical energy. 

Unhappily for all who fear this possibility, three 
kinds of laboratory evidence indicate that control of 
the mind is indeed near. 

(1) Psychologists and sociologists are successfully 
predicting controlling the behavior of an individual 
with a group (S. E. Asch, Scientific American, Nov., 
1955). In certain experiments all except one or two 
members of a group in a room have been asked 
to insist upon the truth of a lie, the other one or two 
subjects being unaware of the plot and deception. Un- 
der these conditions it seems to impossible for some 
persons to resist the weight of the group opinion. By 
these techniques one can study factors favoring the 
acceptance of the lie, and also those which incline the 
subject to resistance. Although scarcely a beginning has 
been made in exploiting this field of research, even the 
limited success thus far achieved points to the eventual 
discovery of circumstances—physiological, psychologi- 
cal, and sociological conditions—permitting thought 
control on a large scale. 


ELECTRODES IN THE BRAIN 


(2) Experiments by Olds revealed that by implant- 
ing electrodes in the brain of rats, the animals had a 
tendency to stimulate themselves. Olds and his associ- 
ates, operating upon rats under anesthesia, placed 
electrodes within--the brain and then allowed the ani- 
mals to recover from the anesthetic. Wires leading 
from the electrodes were then connected to a source of 
current through a switch which the rat could turn on 
by pressing a button. With the electrodes in certain po- 
sitions the animals throughout the test period repeat- 
edly pushed the button for self stimulation. 

Electrodes have been similarly implanted within the 
brain of patients with mental illness. Stimulation at 
certain loci is followed by relief of symptoms, while 
other loci seem to produce unpleasant experiences for 
the subject. Perhaps the time will come when to be ad- 
mitted to public school each youngster must present a 
certificate signed by a qualified neuro-surgeon—along 
with the certificate of vaccination and innoculation 
against diptheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis, etc. The 
neuro-surgeon will certify that he has implanted two 
pairs of electrodes in specified positions, one pair for 
use by the teacher to “tranquilize” the child when he is 
hostile or too aggressive in the classroom, the other pair 
for the convenience of the football coach before the 
homecoming game! 

(3) A third development is the ever increasing pop- 
ularity of tranquilizing drugs, followed now by the new 
psychic energizers. Being accustomed to thinking of 
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one nerve impulse as like another except in voltage or 
time characteristics, and of transmission from one neu- 
ron to another in terms of not more than half a dozen 
possible chemical transmitter substances, one is amazed 
at the variety of actions different drugs may have upon 
the central nervous system, and their apparent specifi- 
city. Beginning with the older drugs used as sedatives, 
hypnotics, analgesics, and antipyretics, pharmacology 
now offers an almost unbelievable catalog of drugs, 
many of them new, capable of energizing one or an- 
other part of the brain, or removing inhibition here or 
there, or suppressing or even completely blocking the 
activity of a given system. All different degrees of 
hallucinogenesis, tranquilization or activation can be 
induced almost at will. In so affecting the brain, the 
drug changes the functions of the mind. What a particu- 
lar drug might do to those living in a city or even a na- 
tion if distributed through the water or milk supply, or 
suspended in the air, is a subject for some concern. 

What are the bases for current theories relating 
the brain and the mind? Scientists appear to have at 
least four distinct points of view, not necessarily inde- 
pendent one from the other, but offering theoretical 
framework for experimental study. 


EVOLUTIONARY VIEW 


First is the evolutionary hypothesis which has a far 
greater influence than many Christians realize. At the 
present time nearly all practicing biologists use this 
hypothesis, although there remains uncertainty about 
how evolution may have occurred. According to this 
view, the mind is an expression of the development of 
the brain from simple systems to the one most complex 
—the human brain. We know that there are similarities 
between simple and complex brains, of course, since 
the nervous systems of lower animals have structures 
and mechanisms comparable to those of man. If this 
were not true, neuroanatomy, neurophysiology and ex- 
perimental psychology could have little reference to 
properties and functions of the human brain. We study 
in laboratories how our animals maintain their posture, 
how they move, breathe, control their body tempera- 
ture, and through what behavior patterns they repro- 
duce, and we know that much of this information can 
be applied rather directly to understanding human 
function and behavior. The evolutionary hypothesis ex- 
plains these similarities by supposing they had a com- 
mon origin. ; 

A second system of thought is represented by psy- 
choanalysis—distinct from the evolutionary hypothesis 
but not necessarily independent of it. Where evolution 
implies that the mind is what it has become through the 
development of the species, psychoanalysis holds that 
the mind is what it has become through the experience 













of the individual. (The importance of genetic and con- 
stitutional factors, of course, is recognized.) These ex- 
periences may remain within consciousness, but are 
mainly lost into the unconscious—“forgotten,” unrec- 
ognized, not wilfully used—background of our be- 
havior. However much we may object to some of the 
implications of psychoanalytic theory, day by day we 
all use terms that originated in this thoery, while our 
opinions, for example, on bringing up children and 
other inter-personal relations, reflect this system of 
thought. Widespread throughout modern American life 
is the belief that we would all be better adjusted to our 
environment, happier, and more congenial friends if 
through psychoanalysis we became aware of those ex- 
periences that have made us what we are. 


THE BRAIN’S BIOCHEMISTRY 


The third philosophy of mind has arisen from 
studies involving the use of hallucinogenic, tranquiliz- 
ing and energizing drugs. It might be designated as a 
chemical hypothesis because it implies that the mind is 
an expression of the biochemistry of the brain. At pres- 
ent perhaps no one would argue strongly that this 
proposition is true, but it would not be difficult to find 
a champion for the idea that it might be true. The 
science of genetics may eventually support this view- 
point, since the study of genetics is becoming more and 
more biochemical, with evidence that the desoxyri- 
bonucleic- acids are the chemical bases for heredity 
through providing the possibility of synthesis of key 
enzymes in particular locations at predictable times. 
Since functions of the brain depend upon the presence 
of enzymes, substrates, co-factors and ions, it is not 
difficult to see that particular chemicals might affect 
the thinking processes. 

Fourth among these views is the hypothesis made 
popular by David Riesman in The Lonely Crowd 
(Doubleday) when he described how behavior de- 
pends upon information received from other members 
of the group. (This concept is also pertinent to the ex- 
periments on group deception.) He writes of how we 
live with our antennae alert to receive any possible in- 
formation as to how our behavior is affecting our as- 
sociates. In terms of this “feed back,” be it “negative” 
or “positive,” we may decide to modify our subsequent 
behavior. There is reason to believe that not only 
what we do, but what we think and, indeed, how we 
think may respond to the influence of other persons. 

Having reviewed these four positions briefly, indicat- 
ing the measure of truth apparent in each, let’s relate 
them to the Christian attitude toward scientific progress 
in this field. If these views represent conclusions based 
upon scientific study, and their proponents would say 
that they do, then Christians must decide to what ex- 


tent we can accept them, where we should be suspi- 
cious, and where we must insist upon the truth of our 
Christian view in opposition to any other. 





















THE CHRISTIAN VIEW 
In my opinion, the critical point is the Christian” 
view of personal responsibility. The Scriptures em-§) 
phasize almost everywhere the certainty of man’s re 
sponsibility to God and to his neighbors, an idea ex 
pressed most clearly by our Lord in His instructions t¢ 
the lawyer inquiring about the commandments: “Tho 
shalt love the Lord thy God sith all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with ail thy strength, and with all th 
mind, and thy neighbor as thyself” (Luke 10:27). 
This conclusion cannot be derived from the evolu 
tionary hypothesis, psychoanalytic theory, biochemis 
try, nor from the phenomenon of “other direction. 
Science may show how to manipulate the mind; it car 
not prove that the first responsibility of the mind is t 
love God, the second to love other men. 
(Continued on page 34) 








The flesh makes many excuses and they are all false. One of the 
commonest and one of the most false is that we have temptation 
greater than we can bear. This is a libel on the grace and power of 
God 





“Oh, Mr. Paderewski,” said a wo to the greatest pianist of his an 
generation, “you must have had a world of patience to learn to play 4 
as you do.” 


“It’s not that at all, my dear woman,” replied Paderewski. “I hav 
no more patience than anyone else. It’s just that | use mine” 

This is true in every field. God has dealt to every man the measur 
of faith (Rom. 12:3); some use it and some do not. With the testing 
He will always provide the way of escape that you may be able f 
endure it (I Cor. 10:13). 


Ro 
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Wer SOME theologians in the Roman Catholic 
Church make the Trinity a quartet? Do these 
theologians believe, for all practical purposes, that 
Mary the Virgin was none other than the wife of God 
the Father? Could Mary have blocked the Incarnation 
had she so desired? These fantastic questions seem to 
be answered in the affirmative by C. X. J. M. Friethoff, 
O.P., in A Complete Mariology. 

Father Friethoff, one of the chief Romanist theolog- 
ians on Mariology, has contributed some 50 articles on 
the subject to the Dutch periodical Standard van Maria. 
These articles in revised form compose this present 
work. A Complete Mariology is valuable for Protes- 
tants as well as Catholics since it acquaints us with an 
authoritative presentation of the doctrine of Mary as 
held by many contemporary theologians within the 
Roman communion. As the blurb on the jacket points 
out, “It ransacks the Fathers, pores over the writings 
of Mary’s medieval clients, is studious in searching out 
the witness of Marian cults in liturgical literature, re- 
flects deeply on scriptural texts, weighs carefully the 
documents of the Church and ponders the writings of 
contemporary theologians.” 

Mary is set forth as the Mother of God, the new 
Eve, Holy Mary, the Morning Star, the Virgin of vir- 
gins, and the ever-virgin wife of Joseph. Section 3 of 
this volume shows how Mary cooperated in the re- 
demption which Christ accomplished on the cross. 
Headings under this section are as follows: Co-opera- 
tion with Jesus; Co-meriting; Making Satisfaction with 
Jesus; Co-Redemptress; Atoning with Jesus; Mediatrix, 
of All Graces; Suppliant Omnipotence; Queen in Jesus’ 
Kingdom, and The Mother of Men. 

In logic when a premise is granted, all arguments 
that issue from it must be granted also. In this work 
everything is based upon Mary being the Mother of 
God. Interestingly enough, Friethoff freely admits that 
this is not a scriptural doctrine: “Nowhere does Holy 
Writ teach in these exact words: Mary is the Mother of 
God. That is a fact to which Nestorius thought he could 
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appeal, but wrongly, as St. Cyril of Antioch pointed 
out. St. Thomas formulates St. Cyril’s argument as fol- 
lows: 


‘Although it is not explicitly said in Holy Scripture 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of God, 
we find nevertheless explicitly stated in the Gospels 
that Jesus Christ is true God, which may be read in 
the last chapter of St. John’s first Epistle; and that 
the Blessed Virgin is the Mother of Jesus Christ, as 
is shown in the first chapter of St. Matthew. It fol- 
lows necessarily from these words of Scripture that 
she is the Mother of God. It is also. written in the 
Epistle to the Romans that Christ is sprung from 
Jewish stock according to the flesh, he who rules as 
God over all things, blessed for ever. But he is not 
of Jewish stock otherwise than through the Blessed 
Virgin. Hence he who is God, ruling over all things, 
blessed for ever, is truly born of the Blessed Virgin 
as.of his Mother.’ ” 


ERROR IN LOGIC 


The argument is simply this. Jesus is God; Mary is 
the mother of Jesus; therefore, Mary is the mother of 
God. This argument seems plausible; but on closer ex- 
amination, it can be seen that it falls into the logical 
fallacy of equivocation in which one of the terms of 
the argument is used in a double sense. Thus, we 
would quarrel with the first statement. Jesus is God, but 
He was more than God; He was also Man. And because 
the Roman Catholic Church does not see this, it com- 
mits a basic error in logic. 

Taking this absurdity very, very seriously, Friedhoff 
makes Mary practically a‘ part of the very Trinity it- 
self. “As movement is limited by its goal, relation is 
characterized and determined by the end to which it 
is directed; Mary’s maternal relation is consequently 
characterized not by God’s human nature, but by the 
divine Person himself to whom this nature belongs 
through the medium of Mary. Hence the relation be- 
tween the human mother and her divine Child is of a 
supernatural order, so much so that Mary is raised by 
this relation above all creatures and assumed into the 
intimate life of the Godhead. . . . 

“When, therefore, Mary is united to Jesus by her 
motherhood, she is necessarily also united to the divine 
nature. But the Father is also the divine nature, as is 
the Holy Ghost. By her motherhood, therefore, there 
exists in Mary a relation to the blessed Trinity insofar 
as the divine persons are identical with the one divine 
nature. Naturally, we have no single word sufficient to 
express this, for our understanding simply balks at it: 
all we see is that it must be so, we cannot see how it 
can be so. Yet Mary’s relations go much further still. 
She is not only united to the divine Persons insofar as 
they are one being, but also with each of the three 
divine Persons, insofar as they are distinct from one 
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another. And the reason for this is the connection of 
the mystery of the Blessed Trinity with the mystery of 
the Incarnation.” 

Friethoff then makes it very clear that Mary’s rela- 
tionship with the Trinity is quite essential. 

“The Son of Mary is the same Person who is the Son 
of the Eternal Father, so that one and the same Person 
is both child of Mary and. child of God. We may also 
put it thus: God the Father and Mary have a child in 
common, who, in his divine nature, is born of the 
Father from all eternity and is born at Christmas, ac- 
cording to his human nature, of Mary. In virtue of God’s 
paternity and Mary’s motherhood of the same person, 
there arises thus a relation between Mary and the first 
of the three divine Persons, for the second Person is 
the only-begotten Son of both.” 

Startling though it may seem, Friethoff maintains 
that Mary was pregnant with the Trinity: 

“Tt follows from this that at the moment when Mary 
conceived her divine Son and during the following 
nine months, God the Father is also in her womb, and 
in this virgin womb is generating his Son according to 
the latter’s divine nature. While Mary is producing Jesus 
in his human nature the Father is producing him in his 
divine nature: for he doés it in the one indivisible now 
of eternity, to which all the fast-flowing nows of time 
correspond. Mary’s relationship with the Father means 
more than that she bore a Son, who is also the Son of 
Ged the Father : . . it is indescribable, ineffable, un- 
namable.” 

Not only were God the Father and God the Son in 
Mary’s womb but also was God the Holy Ghost. 
Friethoff continues: 

“As the second Person of the Blessed Trinity pro- 
ceeds from the Father alone, the third Person proceeds 
from both the Father and the Son. . . . If the Father gen- 
erates the Son in the womb of Mary, then the Holy 
Ghost also proceeds in the womb of Mary from the 
Father and the Son who are both present there. As we 
are obliged to establish that Mary’s relationship with 
the eternal Father embraces more than the fact that 
that Person is the Father of her Child, we are bound 
to observe that her relationship with the third Person 
includes more than that he proceeds from her Son. Our 
forefathers found a name for this humanly incom- 
prehensible relationship and called her ‘Sanctuary of 
the Holy Ghost.’ ” 

Because of Mary’s participation in essential deity, 
the other predicates attributed to her are thus valid. 

“Indirectly, other relations arise, inasmuch as Mary, 
on account of her elevation to the divine motherhood, 
is appointed by God to share in her Son’s work of re- 
deeming mankind. Here again we have to do with a 
personal relation, because although Jesus is as maf 
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mediator between God and men, conqueror of death 
and devil, it is nevertheless the divine Person who ac- 
complishes this titanic work in his human nature.” 

Had it not been for Mary, Jesus Christ would not 
have been able to accomplish his mission on earth. 
Friethoff acknowledges that Luke’s account presents 
Mary as a humble Jewish maiden somewhat over- 
whelmed by the announcement of the angel that she is 
to be the mother of the Infant Jesus. However, Catholic 
theology as represented in this volume takes a wholly 
different view, for the Trinity spent an agonizing mo- 
ment waiting for Mary’s decision. Had she refused, the 
Godhead would have been paralyzed. Says Friethoff: 

“The story of Mary’s acceptance is to be found in 
Luke 1:26-28. It is obvious from the text that the an- 
gel Gabriel has not merely come to inform Mary of what 
is about to happen in her, as he told Zachary that his 
prayer had been heard. The angel is expecting an an- 
swer, which is given to him in these words. “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord, let it be done unto me accord- 
ing to thy word.’ 


. “It would be foolish to ask what would have hap- 


pened if Mary had refused. We can never know. But 
we do know that Mary accepted of her own free will 
what she could have refused with equal freedom. So 
that in fact we owe the Savior’s coming into the world 
to her. The Word became flesh, because Mary freely 
agreed to the motherhood offered her by God.” 


WHAT KIND OF WORSHIP? 


What kind of worship is worthy of the Mother of 
God? Adoration? Veneration? In answer, Mariologists 
make a technical distinction: Adoration is for God 
alone; veneration for the saints alone. and hyperdulia 
belongs to Mary alone. However, for all practical pur- 
poses, she receives the same kind of worship as does 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
To substantiate this, Friethoff quotes from Leo XIII: 

““We beg the Blessed Trinity to have mercy on us; 
we beg any saint to pray for us; but the ritual prayer 
with which we approach our Lady has something in 
common with our worship of God, so much so that 
Holy Church cries to her with the words with which she 
implores God: have mercy on us sinners!’ (Augustis- 
simae Virginis) .” 

And again from Pius XI, addressing the cardinals: 

“Beloved brothers and sons, let us all pray to our 
common Mother: Immaculate Queen of peace, have 
mercy on us; immaculate Queen of peace, pray for us; 
immaculate Queen of peace, intercede for us!’ (Os- 
Sservatore Romano, 29, TV, 1935).” 

If you think I have misinterpreted Friethoff by 
pointing out how Mary is made a goddess, the fourth 
member of the Trinity, read this final quotation: 
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“We have already worked out that Mary’s divine 
motherhood is more sublime than the whole treasure 
of grace allotted to her in time and eternity. This 
motherhood gives her a dignity differing not only in 
degree but in essence (italics ours) from the excellence 
of the brightest seraph. As Mary has something in 
common with God by her motherhood, namely the 
only son, she also has something in common with God 
in her cult. Devotion to Mary stands thus specifically 
just as we put it in our plan, between worship of God 
on the one hand, and. the veneration of the saints on 
the other. . .. 

“The Congregation of Sacred Rites (says): “The 
Church reveres the Queen and Mistress of the angels 
more than the other saints with a higher kind of ven- 
eration, because inasmuch as she is the Mother of 
God . . . hyperdulia and not just any kind of venera- 
tion is her due.’ ” 

This book, A Complete Mariology, should be in 
everyone’s library, especially those of teachers and 
ministers; for it would furnish them with an excellent 
authoritative treatise on the cult of Mary within the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is a work which is clearly 
presented, authoritatively documented, with the ac- 
companying frank admission that the doctrine of Mary 
is not a scriptural doctrine but the product of church 
tradition and Catholic logic. 








of the U.S. appears 
on all our money, stood by two shabbily dressed men in Salt Lake City 
while a funeral procession went by. The hearse was black, shiny and 
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ornate, the cars were big, expensive, late dels. One of the men 
mopped his brow in the hot sun and commented, ‘Look, that’s one of 
those big Texas oil men being buried in an air-conditioned Cadillac.” 
Then he added: “Man, that’s living, isn’t it?” 

God says that such a phrase, applied to a corpse, is exactly descrip- 
tive of all those who are not in Christ. Women are accustomed to ap- 
plying masculine warnings to themselves. Men must take this feminine 
warning and see that it is theirs also: “She who is living in sin (is self- 
indulgent) is dead while she lives” (1 Tim. 5:6). 
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I CHAPLAIN FOR CUBA’S ARMY 
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at-a-tat-tat-a-tat. 

A burst of machine-gun fire 
broke the stillness of the Cuban 
countryside. A broad field of sugar 
cane toppled as if cut close to the 
ground by a machete. 

Momentary silence. Then, from 
under the piles of newly-severed cane stalks came a 
volley of returning gunfire. 

The machine gun was manned by an army detach- 
ment of Dictator Fulgencio Batista. The soldiers were 
grouped behind the trucks they had arrived in. Lying 
flat under the broken cane were enemies of the des- 
potic regime. Their fire was limited to rifles. 

Moans of the wounded soon mingled with the noise 
of the furious exchange. Then overhead came the 
drone of approaching warplanes. In a matter of sec- 
onds the planes had come and gone, but a burst of 
bombs testified that they had been there. 

“Tt is the end,” came an agonizing cry from the 
cane field. 

“Oh, no,” shouted someone else. “Fight on for the 
freedom of Cuba.” 

And fight the rebels did. The fire power from be- 
hind the trucks was no match for the bravery in the 
cane field and the outnumbered rebels, only part of 
them armed, eventually forced the bewildered Batista 
force to give ground. 

Not all among the rebels could give chase. Three 
lay dead and 15 were injured. 

“Help me, Rodriguez, I’m bleeding to death!” 


For several months the Cuban situation has been ex- 
tremely uncertain. The Castro revolution, at first a popular 
rebellion against a ruthless dictatorship, has now adopted 
demagogic strategy and has lost much of the U.S. support 
which it once had. At last report Chaplain Herrera is study- 
ing for missionary service. This article is based on interviews 
with the author, a special reporter for “The Flint Journal,” 
Flint, Mich., who recently analyzed the Cuban situation 
in an on-the-spot-report. 


He gave up his church to minister to the spiritual needs of the rebels. 









By HOMER DOWDY 


It was a desperate cry reaching the ears of the rebel 
Rodriguez. Like all those in this war against inhuman 
oppression, the 26-year-old Rodriguez wore a black 
beard and uncut hair and had just about forgotten his 
real name, Carlos Herrera. But set in that facial brush, 
now matted with mud, was a pair of dark, compas- 
sionate eyes that told a lot about this chaplain to a 
revolution. 

Herrera crept to his buddy’s side. The poor fellow 
needed blood, all right, and quickly. After checking 
the flow from his fresh wound, Herrera gave him 
blood from the only source at hand—Herrera’s own. 

Helping men under fire was becoming an old story 
to Carlos Herrera. Skirmishes with the forces of the 
dictator of Cuba were becoming more frequent and 
fierce. Sometimes his medical aid was too late. Only 
God could help then—if the man were prepared to die. 

That was Herrera’s main job with this rebel army 
—to bring men to know Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savior. He had joined the guerrilla forces in early 
1958—shortly before all-out war was declared—to 
show the men fighting for political freedom that they 
also needed spiritual freedom. 

He himself had come to know Christ as his Savior 
nine years before. As a youth of 17 in a village in 
Santa Clara Province, some 200 miles east of Havana, 
he began to read an old Bible that somehow had 
found its way into his home. Young Carlos was 
bothered about one thing this Bible said: Sinners go 
to hell. He knew that if he died, he would go to hell. 
He was afraid to die. 

Troubled so he could stand it no longer, he one day 
went to a little Baptist church near his home and there 
heard the pastor say what he already had found out 
in the Bible, that sinners go to hell. He answered an 
invitation to step forward and receive Christ into his 
heart and life. 

Now he was not afraid to die. It was the ever-grow- 
ing assurance that God held the future that enabled 
him to call forth courage time after time when he be- 
came the only Protestant chaplain in the whole rebel 
army and chief medical officer of its Column 9. 

After his conversion, Carlos worked and studied 
day and night to telescope eight years of learning into 
three at a mission Bible school. He began preaching 









































while still a teen-ager. He entered college in 1953 and 
later seminary and became student pastor of the Bap- 
tist church of El Cristo, in Oriente Province. Early in 
1957, rumblings of revolt against Dictator Batista were 
being heard in the eastern mountains of Cuba. Hatred 
of the murderous Batista became widespread, although 
of necessity the resentment was nursed in secret. Some 
Cubans were not sure what to think of the young 
lawyer—Dr. Fidel Castro—who was getting more 
adept at harrassing the Batista government every day. 
But the time was coming when they would follow any- 
body who could throw off the yoke of bloody tyranny. 

_Carlos Herrera was often distracted in his studying 
by the rat-a-tat of machine-gun fire in the hills beyond 
his village. Vaguely at first, then clearly, it shone on 
every page of his textbooks: There are men in those 
hills that I ought to be helping. Many no doubt are 
afraid to die, as I was, and die they will. 


JOINING THE GUERRILLAS 


One day a friend took Herrera secretly to the 
guerrillas. Nobody, not even in his church, must know. 
Somebody might be an informer and death awaited 
those caught consorting with the rebels. Herrera found 
half-clothed men grubbing out an existence in the hills 
and caves, living like stalked prey which might at any 
time pass into the sights of a hundred hunters. But 
there was one thing that made them put up with pri- 
vation and danger, and at times seemingly to revel in 
them—they had dedicated themselves to making Cuba 
free. 

On that first trip, Carlos Herrera promised God that 
he would dedicate himself to showing them real free- 
dom. “Only Christ can make a man free,” he said. 

Frequently the student-pastor stole away.to the 
hills to preach to the rebels and take them medical 
supplies. Once enemy planes broke up the service. 
All had to run for cover. Another time he chose John 
3:16 as his text. As he explained that God had loved 
them so much that he gave Jesus Christ, his Son, to 
die for their sin, attention was so rapt that nobody 
noticed the planes coming until they were overhead. 
But there were no bombs that day. The Lord must 
have spread his canopy of protection. The service con- 
tinued and a number of men responded to the invi- 
tation to accept Christ. 

Herrera’s seminary closed in early 1958 because 
Oriente was becoming such a danger spot. He took 
that action as God’s leading to do what he had been 
burdened to do for several weeks. He resigned his 
church and sought out Major Huberto Matos. The 
leader of Column 9, who later was to break with Castro 
by charging Communists had infiltrated the new gov- 
ernment, welcomed Herrera to the guerrilla ranks as 


one of them, although he was never to bear arms. He 
named him chaplain and directed him to organize a 
hospital. There was no doctor or nurse or even beds 
or anesthetics. But under Herrera’s leadership, a fine 
hospital, the revolution’s first, was built up. He kept 
close touch with the hospital, but left administrative 
details to others; he felt his place was in the field with 
the men. 

He became their counselor. He preached to the 
farmers around. He ministered to captured enemies 
who were to be executed for crimes. In the more than 
20 strategic battles Herrera was in, it was he whom 
the wounded called for. During one running battle of 
19 days, he had many opportunities to give first aid 
and present Christ to the men. 

Shortly before the encounter in the sugar cane field, 
the men had gathered for a preaching service. But 
they dived for cover when sentries warned of the ap- 
proaching convoy. There was time for planting only 
one small mine. It merely halted the truck that tripped 
it. Then came the fierce exchange of machine-gun 
and rifle fire that ended with the Batista men in full 
retreat, leaving behind 20 dead, a number wounded 
and precious material that would strengthen the rebel 
cause. In the waning Tmoments of combat, a 19-year- 
old loyalist was blinded by a face wound and was left 
by his companions to the mercy of the rebels. Herrera 
found him and as he bandaged the prisoner talked 
to him about the Lord. 

“It was a sad picture as I packed him off to our 
hospital,” he said later. But the boy was known to the 
pastor of a nearby church who called on him. The 
pastor told Herrera that the boy was cheerful despite 
the loss of an eye. The Lord had permitted it for his 
own good, the pastor quoted the young Cuban loyalist 
as saying. 


BEFORE DEATH STRUCK 


Sometimes, the young chaplain could only plant the 
seed of the Gospel and trust that it had taken root be- 
fore death struck. 

“When a man faced death,” he related, “it did not 
matter to him that I was a Protestant and he had been 
brought up in another church. All he wanted was for 
God to help him.” 

The chaplain’s best work was to help as many as he 
could to prepare to meet God before a bullet marked 
Hernandez, or Jose, should find its way home. 

After the rebels won Cuba and set up a new goveri- 
ment January 1, 1959, Carlos Herrera entered Havana 
with his comrades. Batista had fled into exile and the 
conflict was behind the nation. Herrera now looked 
forward to completing his schooling. 

(Continued on page 35) 








In 
wi 


HH": 
i 
the ab 
and th 


’ of beli 


always 
either | 


eH 


Don 
whai 


FW 

fic 
points- 
But | 
there is 
verse, | 
lived he 
Whe: 
earth, F 


June 14 





ay aSTTlCUhaT——rrti‘“ LS 





& 

























Is 





pe has always existed 
in the mind of man as 
the abode of spiritual beings 
and the ultimate destination 
‘ of believers. Its location has 
always been “up.” The devout 
either look skyward while say- 


Heaven 


ing prayers or bow their heads 
in deference to higher power. 
Hands are held palm to palm 
with fingers pointing toward 
the zenith. The great cathe- 
drals are all vertically dimen- 
sioned with spire upon spire 


In this article reprinted from the Saturday Review, David Greenfield asks if man 
will abandon the scriptural concept of Heaven when he fails to find it in space. 


Where 


directed toward space above. 

This upward reaching for 
guidance, through thousands 
of years among dozens of re- 
ligions and scores of lan- 
guages, long ago made height 
synonymous with godliness, 
therefore with virtue and 
goodliness. If a man were a 
good man, respected by his 
community, he was described 
as having a lofty soul. 

And now at last man is 
about to ascend physically 
into this heaven that he has 
identified with the wonderful, 
the beautiful, the desirable. 
He will travel bodily about 
the void of space overhead. 
Will his spiritual outlook be 
changed by a shock of dis- 
illusion? 

Blackness will be all about 
him. The Sun will glow, but 
will fail utterly to brighten an 
ebon sky. There will be no 
birds to wake him in the 
morning, no forming of dew 
on the grass—for there will 
be no morning and there will 
be no grass. The glories of 
billowing clouds will be un- 
known to him, and the com- 
forting patter of rain will not 
exist. Crickets will not chirp 
and brooks will not run. He 
will neither hear sound nor 
feel wind. His world will in- 
deed be unpoetic, dreary, 
colorless. He will experience 
no motion. He will just be 
there in space, not knowing 
up from down. 

Because of deadly radia- 
tions, he may not even be 


able to look out upon the 
blackness through a porthole. 
His sense of sight may orient 
him only at one remove, 
through a TV screen. On that 
screen Earth will be merely a 
blip of bluish light in the 
dark—one blip among mil- 
lions, perhaps billions of 
blips. How many of these 
blips are home to other be- 
ings who live and work and 
wonder? He will not know. 

In that awful environment 
will he at first be able to care 
about the splendid wheeling 
of the solar system, the ma- 
jestic procession of the brilli- 
antly pinpointed silence of the 
universe about him? Or will 
he instead sink into deep nos- 
talgia for the beauty and 
comfort he left behind? Will 
he watch the blip of light that 
is Earth and whisper, “Would 
that I once again could tread 
the fragrant soil and feel the 
scented zephyrs that carry 
hummingbirds from lilac to 
rose?” 

And after that will he still 
believe in the pearly gates 
and the blinding light of scrip- 
tural heaven, the harplike 
music, the angels and the 
other beings of lofty regions? 
Or will he find a new faith 
in the profounder miracles of 
the very nature of things? 

Which way will heaven be 
then? 

Up? 

Down? 

Across? 

Or far within? 





Donald Grey Barnhouse answers the timely question from the Bible, pointing out 
what the Lord Jesus Christ taught about Heaven and why we should believe in it. 


F WE READ your article from the bottom, Mr. Green- 
field, the striking thing is the mass of interrogation 
points—one to the line for the last seven lines. 

But to all these questions, there are answers. Rather, 
there is an answer. For once, in the history of the uni- 
verse, God became Man, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
lived here for that brief third of a century. 

When the Lord Jesus finished his brief moment on 
earth, He went back to Heaven. And He did it in what 
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we might call slow-motion, for He let the disciples see 
it: “As they were looking on, He was lifted up and a 
cloud took Him out of their sight. And while they were 
gazing into heaven as He went, behold two men stood 
by them in white robes, and said, “This Jesus; who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven’ ” (Acts 1:9-11). 
This body which they saw go into Heaven was a body 
(Continued on page 26) 




























































A moving story of extreme pertinence to 
parents, teachers, pastors—in fact, to all to 
whom God has entrusted young lives. 


WISH that I had had more mature Christian leader- 
ship and guidance in my youth, especially in my 
teens. Perhaps I would not have had to spend my 20’s 
in analyzing and evaluating and seeking to unlearn and 
discard so many of the attitudes I had unconsciously 
picked up from the environment of my teens; nor my 
30’s in seeking to find solid bases on which to stand 
instead. 

I ought to be farther on in my Christian life than I 
am; but it is a long, slow, discouraging and painful 
process to have to re-form in adulthood the attitudes 
and outlooks one has so thoroughly, if unknowingly, 
acquired during the formative years. But when one has 
gradually come to see the inadequacy of what one 
has been taught, there is nothing else to do but to seek 
God’s grace in this regard, and try to build a sound 
foundation for Christian living. 

I was raised in a fundamental church—what would 
today be called a “Bible church.” One parent was a 
Christian, enthusiastic, possibly at times misguided. 
The other would have nothing to do with religion. 
They separated when I was 12. Of the children, some 
grew up to be Christians, others did not. Some are 
definitely hostile to religion of any kind. 

As one who early found the Savior, and who ear- 
nestly desired from childhood to be His alone, there 
are many things that I wish today I had learned in my 
youth. They are not matters of doctrine, but rather of 
attitudes. It is possible to teach a child impeccable 
doctrine and still leave him in the sad position of being 
unable to live a mature Christian life due to faulty at- 
titudes. 

I feel that if Christian parents and workers were 
more aware of the subtle way in which the heart and 
mind of a child is gradually but surely and strongly 
molded by their attitudes—attitudes of which they may 
be almost or totally unconscious—there might be less 
cause for children to have to re-think and re-direct 
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their Christian experience in adult life; and much 
time might be saved for the Kingdom of God, and 
much pain spared all around. For this reason, I wish to 
tell you some of the things I wish I had been taught. 
They fall into two groups—things having to do with 
my personal relationship to God, and things pertain- 
ing to my relationships with others. 

First, I wish I had not been allowed to join the 
Church so early. I was 11 when I was received into 
membership. I had attended a communicants’ class 
taught by the minister, and had answered correctly all 
the questions he had put to me. I had an elementary 
understanding of what I was doing. But it was many, 
many years before Communion had much meaning for 
me. As today I read some of the Communion sermons 
of Alexander Whyte and Samuel Rutherford, and learn 
the meaning of some of the great Communion hymns 
of the Church, I begin to grasp some faint idea of sac- 
ramental import and beauty and devotion; and I re- 
gret that I was not held back from partaking until I 
had some better understanding of what was involved. 
It is like getting married too young—something is lost 
at the outset that can never be re-captured. 

I started to teach Sunday school and to attend senior 
young people’s at 13. How much I missed by unwit- 
tingly seeking to imitate the experiences and expres- 
sions of persons ten years older than myself, at a time 
when I should have been learning, step by step, the 
rudiments of Christian living! Yet both at home and at 
church I was encouraged to assume leadership in 
both groups long before I could possible have been 
ready; and in so doing I unconsciously substituted an 
imitation of other’s experiences for the reality of my 
own. I didn’t know it—but some adult should have 
realized what was happening, and sought to help me to 
grow normally. 


VICTORIOUS LIVING 


I wish I had been taught the principles of victorious 
living at an early age, and in a manner suited to a 
child. Instead I was encouraged to attend adult meet- 
ings, where deep truths of Romans were expounded in 
detail, but, to me, largely irrelevantly. Earnestly seek- 
ing God’s best, I answered an appeal for those who 
wanted to enter the fulness of victorious living. I was 
13 or 14; and when, as a result of having been up too 
late and having had too much emotional excitement 
the previous night, I scrapped with my sister over some 
trifle the next day, I was held up to angry ridicule for 
having so little meant what I had done the night be- 
fore. I was heartbroken and ashamed; and from then 
on I lived for many, many years in an utter confusion 
with regard to these truths. Better I had never heard of 
them at all than at so tender an age to have learned 
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half-truths, and to have experienced such inner chaos 
as a result, for the scars of such conflicts can never be 
totally eradicated. 

There are workable ways of presenting such teach- 
ings to children: let Christian parents and teachers 
seek them out, and administer them in all humility 
and prayerfulness and dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit, bearing in mind that if they themselves do not 
truly experience Christian victory, they may irrepar- 
ably harm their children to all eternity. Victory can 
best be learned by children who witness victorious liv- 
ing in their loved adults, parents or teachers; I doubt if 
it can really be learned in any other way. 

I wish I had learned in youth that my Christian ex- 
perience neither depends upon nor can be measured by 
either the ecstacy or the absence of my feelings, but 
rests solely upon the unchanging Word of God. I wish 
I had learned that prayer is not a matter of emo- 
tion, but of fulfilling God’s commands, and quietly 


‘taking Him at His word. Because the prayer meetings 


of my youth were not considered “good” unless there 
was a considerable display of emotion, I grew up 
thinking that my own prayers were useless unless I 
could work myself up into some similar state of feeling. 
When this often proved impossible, I felt that my at- 
tempts to enter God’s presence were futile, and I 
tended to stop trying: By His mercy, He has taught 
me something about prayer in later life, with or with- 
out any accompanying emotions, but oh, the wasted 
years! 


VERBAL TESTIMONY 


I wish I had not been brought up to feel that a verbal 
“testimony” was a sure sign of a healthy Christian life. 
Words came easily to me, and since “giving testi- 
monies” was the thing in our circles, I did it along 
with the rest. Little did I know that only a life lived 
out for Christ in practical details is the witness that 
really counts! I wish I had been taught that knowing 
God is more important than attending meetings; that 
true holiness of heart is of greater value than leader- 
ship in Christian work. These truths were never de- 
nied; in fact, at times they may actually have been 
formulated; but in the lives of the Christians closest 
to me they were not honored, and I grew up totally ig- 
norant of their meaning. 

I wish I had been taught that personal happiness is 
not the goal of the Christian life, not its mark of suc- 
cess. Testimonies and hymns about being saved and 
living happily ever after seemed to be the order of the 
day; yet even as a child I couldn’t help but sense that 
some of those who talked most about the joy and peace 
and satisfaction they had were basically unhappy peo- 
ple. I wish I had been taught that the supreme object of 








our Christian life on earth is to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, to be made perfect in holiness, to 
have purified within us that character, that capacity 
for knowing God, in which, glorified in His presence, 
we shall shine throughout the ageless years of eternity. 

I wish I had been taught that God will never cease 
to work, to disturb, to change, to wreck our personal 
plans, until these things come to pass within us. When 
I suffered loss, disappointment, illness, frustration, I was 
afraid, and felt that somehow I must have got out of 
God’s will—where were all the joys I had been prom- 
ised? Would that I had early been taught what I only 
learned decades later, to seek my joys in God Himself, 
and in all that He sends, to actively cooperate with 
Him in His bringing about of these eternal purposes for 
me! 

I wish that I had learned in youth to keep short ac- 
counts with God. Because in the Christian lives around 
me I saw much unresolved conflict, much that was 
evasive, I grew up in the same manner. When certain 
situations seemed hopeless, instead of facing them out, 
I pushed them into the realms of the unconscious, 
seeking to lose myself in my studies, or in Christian ac- 
tivities. Little did I know the seeds of mental and 
physical and spiritual ill-health I was sowing for my- 
self! I was quite unaware that I was not, facing issues; 
and I have reaped bitter fruit as a result of something 
that was not entirely my fault—what young teen-ager 
can so know himself? But it is the place of the Chris- 








The small boy, visiting a farm for the first time, was taken out to 
see the lambs. He finally worked up enough courage to pat one. 
“Why,” he exclaimed delightedly, “they make them out of blankets.” 

How many men there are, working only by feeling, get the idea 
that the living Word of God was made out of the fuzziness of man’s 
ideas. More and more | am convinced that the real dividing line be- 
tween the true and the false lies between those who hold that the 
Bible is a revelation that began with God and those who hold that the 
Bible contains the findings of men, groping after God. 
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tian educator and parent to be on the watch for such 
pitfalls in the lives of their children, and, themselves 
having learned the true Way of Release, to seek to lead 
youngsters into conscious victory over such repressive 
tendencies. 

Concerning my attitudes towards other people, I 
wish that I had been taught that the attainment and 
usefulness of my spiritual life could never rise any 
higher than my relationships with other people would 
allow. God works through human personality, per- 
sonality that is completely yielded to His will and 
filled with Himself, but still human personality. If I 
am unable to get close to other people, if they cannot 
honestly like and respect me, with the best of spiritual 
aspirations in the world my life is unlikely to be of 
much use in His Kingdom. 


OFFENCE OF THE CROSS ~ 
I wish that I had been taught that being separated — 


from the world does not mean being self-righteous, 
smug, know-it-all, even obnoxious; that what we Chris- 
tians sometimes call “the offence of the Cross” is often 


simply and entirely the offence of certain Christians; 


that knowing we are in possession of God’s Truth does 
not mean that we have*a condescending, even intoler- 
ant, attitude towards those who do not know Him. I 
wish that I had learned that the best way to witness is 


not to talk, but to live happily and constructively with) 


other people, saved or unsaved; to be a true, an in- 
terested and a loyal friend to those who do not share 


| a lie a ao 


my knowledge of the Savior; and, while never ceasing ~ 


to covet them for God, to have a genuine concern for 
their sensitivities and respect for their opinions. 

I wish that I had learned earlier that leadership is as 
leadership does; that mere natural qualiti¢s of leader- 
ship do not equip one for leadership in Christian ac- 
tivities, but may, indeed, be a great hindrance. 

I wish that I had learned to share Christian experi- 
ence with others when in my teens, to study and dis- 
cuss and pray with others naturally and spontaneously, 
to give myself more readily, to be less isolated in my 
Christian life. To this day, it is difficult for me to get 
close to another on spiritual things. ; 

I wish that I had learned to get close to my family 
when I was young, whether or not they shared my 
Christian interests, and to cultivate spiritual fellowship 
with those who did. In the confusion of a broken home 
and conflicting personalities, and in my youth and in- 
experience, I withdrew into myself concerinng every- 
thing that touched me deeply; and I grew up never 
having learned to communicate with my family on 
anything that mattered. This is not the New Testament 
pattern for believers; but by the time I had learned 

(Continued on page 46) 
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N 1919 Karl Barth dropped his theological bomb- 
shell (Epistle to the Romans) on the playground 
of the theologians. That same year young Gerrit C. 
Berkouwer of Holland began his theological studies. 
Since then he has kept abreast of the voluminous 
writings of Barth as they came off the press. He has 
watched the changes of this theological “bird of 
flight,” as Barth’s mental alterations were being made. 
Thus Gerrit C. Berkouwer has been able to confront 
in a scholarly fashion the most formidable challenge 
Reformed theology has faced in a century. And thus 
Berkouwer, now professor of theology at the Free 
University of Amsterdam, has become one of the 
most respected voices of conservative Christianity to- 
day. 
Berkouwer lived along with the new seething theo- 
logical fermentation and with that sudden outburst 
of theological activity which broke upon Europe after 


The author is pastor of the First Christian Reformed 
Church of Los Angeles and has written such books as 
“Theology of Grace” (Eerdmans). 


June 1960 





Barth 


World War I. Younger theologians have often been 
overwhelmed and discouraged by the prolific theo- 
logical production of the last 35 years. Berkouwer, 
however, took it as it came. 

Circumstance of time and place, however, account 
for no theologian. Berkouwer’s stature and influence 
stem in larger measure from his unswerving determi- 
nation to be nothing other than a biblical theologian. 

Although it sometimes appears that Berkouwer’s 
thought is about to burst out of the traditional moulds 
of Reformed thought, yet this never really happens. 
He is not intent on cutting himself off from his theo- 
logical tradition in order to produce a new theology. 
On the contrary, Berkouwer has a profound respect 
for confessions and creeds, and for the history of 
theological thought. Indeed, he is a student of his- 
torical theology, rather than a system builder. 

That he is not a systematic theologian is evidenced 
by the fact that the major work he is now producing 
is an 18-volume effort in “Studies in Dogmatics,” and 
not a Systematic Theology. This not only illustrates 
his desire to be first and foremost a biblical theologian, 











GERRIT C. BERKOUWER 
Professor of theology at 
the Free University of 
Amsterdam, author of 
“Studies in Dogmatics” 
and “The Triumph of 
Grace.” 


but is of special interest when we remember that many 
theologians (Barth, Brunner, Tillich, and others) have 
again turned to the construction of systematic theologies. 

But if he is no theological revolutionary, neither is 
he a mere traditionalist. He combines respect for 
theological tradition with that wholesome independ- 
ence of tradition which is essential to the theologian 
who would listen ever anew and afresh to the Word 
of God. He does not believe that the “fathers” alone 
were able to listen to the Scriptures. Nor does he be- 
lieve that logical deductions drawn by latter-day sons 
from the truths of the “fathers” are exempt from the 
judgment of the Scriptures. 

In his recent book, Divine Election, Berkouwer 
has challenged speculative deductions in the name 
of the Word of God. He ably criticizes the kind 
of Reformed thought in which the sovereignty of 
God is reduced to mere principle of philosophical 
Casuality, who then as the God-as-he-is-in-himself, 
i.e., apart from Christ, and apart from any reference 
to sin, becomes the Cause and, therefore, the Ex- 
planation of election and reprobation—a kind of 
thought which then insists that we must understand 
reprobation apart from any reference to sin, and 
election apart from any real connection with Christ. 
Berkouwer regards all this as the abstract speculation 
of a deductivistic theology, and not something gath- 
ered from a careful listening to the Scriptures. From 
the Scriptures one will not find that election takes 
place outside of Christ, and that Christ is merely the 
executor of God’s election. 

For Berkouwer this is no theoretical menace but 
one he has long observed doing its deadly work in 
certain Reformed communions in his own country. 
The Word of God declares that election takes place, not 
(Continued on page 46) 





WHERE IS HEAVEN? 
(Continued from page 21) 











of which He, Himself, had said, “See my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a 
spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have” 
(Luke 24:39). This was a body that in its resurrected 
form had eaten fish and honey with the disciples. 

So, Mr. Greenfield, Heaven is where the Lord Jesus 
Christ is. If we did not believe that there was a Heaven, 
a locality, we could not believe in the ascension of 
Christ. If we did not believe in the ascension we could 
not believe in the resurrection. If we could not believe 
in the resurrection we could not believe in the atoning 
death of our Lord. We would be yet in our sins. We 
would be of all men the most miserable. We would be 
false witnesses of what we know in our hearts. 

For the miracle of salvation is that the Lord Jesus 
who is, in His body, in Heaven, is also within our 
hearts, that is, in the hearts of those who believe that 
He died and rose again. 

And we must not forget, that with our finite minds, 
we are trying to measure an ocean with a pint cup. 
When Solomon dedicated his temple, he prayed, “But 
will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house which I have built” (I Kings 8:27). 

A man once asked me if I knew the speed of light 
I answered that I did, and gave him-the figure. He told 
me that if Christ had ascended at the speed of light 
and had continued ascending at that speed, He would 
not yet have reached the galaxies nearest our own. 

I immediately wondered why he wished to limit God 
to the speed of light. God is, and God has told us that 
He is light and that in Himself is no darkness at all (I 
John 1:5). God, who turned some of the energy of His 
Word into the form of matter, can take the- physica 
matter that was in the body of Jesus Christ, and place it 
in Heaven with the speed of thought. 

I can think from here to Australia as rapidly as 
man on Sixth Avenue can think to Fifth Avenue. An 
God has the power to move thus. He is God. His ways 
are not our ways. “For as the heavens are higher that 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:9). 

Let us be sure that we bow before Him, acknow 
edge Him as our God, come to Him in the way that le 
has provided, by the expiation which was paid on th 
cross, so that cleansed by His blood and ready for 
Heaven, we may fulfill the desire of His love. For Ht 
has said, “I go to prepare a place for you. And when! 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be alsd’ 
(John 14:2, 3). 



















































Our 
Churches 
Are 


No wonder the average American is unimpressed. BY JOHN HEUSS 


For a long time I have had an uncomfortable feeling that we churchmen are 
working industriously in our churches without asking many critical questions about 
what we are doing or why we are doing it. As I traveled for five years as director of a 
national department of Christian education, this conviction became stronger and 
stronger. Much that we Christians take for granted in church life is so contrary to 
our spiritual goals that it actually prevents God from reaching men savingly. 

The present-day Church is judging its accomplishments by standards which are 
something less that the standards of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Most of those things 
upon which we usually congratulate ourselves—statistical increases in membership, 
erection of new church buildings, larger collections of money, cleverly contrived 
promotional ventures—are, if viewed as the sole ends for which our churches exist, 
repugnant to Almighty God. 

If this be true, we need to pause abruptly amid the mad day-to-day business of 
the average successful church and remember the wisdom of the 127th Psalm: “Ex- 
cept the Lord build the house, their labour is but lost that build it.” 

The church claims that the Christian religion alone can save the world. But the 
average American is not impressed. He simply cannot imagine the local church in 
any such heroic and revolutionary role. The only picture he has in his mind of or- 
ganized Christianity in action is that of a local church on Main Street. If what goes 
on there is a sample of how the world is going to be saved, we can hardly blame him 
if he fails to be impressed. 


The author is rector of Trinity Parish ( Episcopal), New York. This article is reprinted 
by permission from his book “Our Christian Vocation” (Seabury). 








We like to blame public indifference on the secular- 
ism and materialism of our age. But neither of these 
does us as much harm as does the constant parade of 
trivialities which the typical church program offers to 
the public. 

What most churches are habitually doing is so pro- 
saic and so little related to anything except their own 
hand-to-mouth existence that the public cannot im- 
agine in what way they can possibly influence the great 
affairs of the world. What the local church has become 
makes it impossible for the average American to take 
its life-shaking gospel seriously. Its day-to-day triviality 
is its own worst enemy. 


MAKING A GO OF THINGS 

Perhaps it would be well for us to ask, “Where have 
we gone wrong in our leadership of the Church?” If I 
am correct, we have gone wrong precisely along those 
lines which our native talents as Americans would most 
strongly tempt us to go. The local church in America is 
a remarkable and a unique institution. There has never 
been anything like it in the history of Christianity. Its 
remarkableness consists in its amazingly successful 
organizational and financial accomplishments. Its 
uniqueness lies in the fact that it has a constant, un- 
critical tendency to mistake its promotional activity for 
religious accomplishment. It consistently thinks of itself 
as a church, and gives the largest amount of its time 
and energies to its business affairs. 

As Americans, we share the national trait to “make a 
go of things.” The leaders of our churches and their 
congregations are willing to work hard for success. 
What is more, we enjoy doing it, and have a lot of fun 
together most of the time; but the net effect of all this 
has been that it is now difficult for us to distinguish be- 
tween promotional activity and religious activity. We 
have all gotten so caught up in the successful running 
of the church that it is common for many to think that 
business activities are identical with religion. To pay 
mortgages, to build new parish houses, to put on a drive 
for new members are all admirable pursuits, but they 
are not religion. To confuse them, with religion is the 
ever-present temptation of the activist American church 
worker. 

So little does much of it have to do with religion that 
it has brought into existence a new doctrine of the 
Church. To many people, the local church is pleasant 
community activity where one’s children attend Sun- 
day school, where adults go occasionally, and where 
one goes during the week to meet other nice people 
and raise some money so that the church can stay open. 
On Sundays the church is a religious institution. During 
the week, it is a series of promotional, organizational, 
and semi-commercial activities. The gospel proclaimed 


o™ 


on Sunday finds no translation into the relationships of 
the weekday. 

In eight or nine months out of the year, substantial 
numbers of Christians are working away in guilds, cir- 
cles, and associations of one kind or another as part of 
this weekday program. To a great number, their real 
church life, as they look at it, is this activity. If the 
church is well run and successful, it is a pleasure for 
everybody. It contributes to neighborliness. It gives 
many a sense of doing something worthwhile. It cer- 
tainly contributes to the church’s prosperity. You do not 
have to be a changed person to participate in it. No 
inner spiritual demand upon your values or your mo- 
tives need be made. You will not be asked to look out 
from this fellowship of “busy-ness” upon the world 
around you with a critical eye. In fact, there will be 
very little to criticize in the world outside the church 
fellowship, because it is practically identical with the 
fellowship itself. This does not mean that the world 
has been made Christian. It means that the Church fel- 
lowship has been successfully invaded by the world. 
We have gone wrong in our leadership by overempha- 
sizing the promotional aspect of the church’s life to the 
point where nearly every American church fits neatly 
into the culture of ‘middle-class community life. The 
true nature of the Church can no longer be easily 
grasped because the conventional pattern of the local 
church’s life constantly gets in the way. 


WHAT’S THE CHURCH FOR? 

If the absorption in promotional activities is not the 
true function of the local church, what should its true 
function be? It is fairly easy to put this down idealis- 
tically, but it is no easy thing to change a modern church 
over so that its true function is predominant. I know no 
secret which will magically accomplish it; but I am sure 
of one thing! We all need to get a clear grasp again on 
what the Spirit-filled fellowship, which came into ex- 
istence immediately after Pentecost, was like. What it 
did to people, your church and mine should be doing 
to people now. Its peculiar qualities should be the qual- 
ities that distinguish our churches from the world 
around us. We should take it as our model and be 
sharply critical of anything in our church life which does 
not conform to its predominant characteristics. 

As we look at this first church, what were the marks 
which distinguished it? 

First, it was a fellowship which had had a souk 
shaking personal experience with Jesus Christ. Living, 
walking, working, talking, eating, arguing, Christ had 
stamped Himself daily upon the disciples’ minds. They 
knew that in the days of His flesh, He was like nothing 
they had ever known before. When abruptly He was 
torn from their midst by crucifixion and miraculously 
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restored to life by the Resurrection, they could give 
Him no other name than God. No matter what else 
happened to them, they could not forget Him. He had 
polarized their lives. 

Now compare this with today’s average church fel- 
lowship! Is it not one of our dreary troubles that hardly 
anyone, not even the clergy, has any remotely similar 
personal awareness of the reality of Jesus Christ? The 
true function of a church begins with the difference 
Jesus as the Living Christ makes. Until the experience 
of the disciples actually becomes our own experience, 
as indeed it can, nothing much of any religious sig- 
nificance will happen to any modern church. 

The second quality which distinguished the Pente- 
costal fellowship was the genuineness of its trust in God 
through Christ. It was a believing fellowship, and its be- 
lief was so powerful that it was willing to commit its 
ways in confidence to God. It did not worry much 
about its own self-preservation. It worried about get- 
ting God’s will done. Because it believed, it had no 
fear. Without fear, it was enabled to confront the world 
with a challenge. Because it challenged, it was listened 
to. All of this was possible because it had simple, un- 
swerving faith in God. 

The third mark of this first church was that it knew 
itself to be a Spirit-filled community. The Holy Ghost 
had come. Nothing was now impossible. The task of 
the parish was to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the whole world. The early church was like a bee-hive in 
reverse. There was much coming in and going out; but 
the coming in was to get renewed strength from fellow- 
ship, prayer, and the Breaking of Bread in order to 
take the precious Word of Salvation out to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. It did not waste time building 
buildings, gathering funds, or providing good com- 
panionship. Its job was to preach Jesus Christ, crucified 
and risen from the dead. Everything else was subser- 
vient to the proclamation of the Good News of God’s 
salvation. 


MISSING SENSE 


The fourth characteristic of the Pentecostal fellow- 
ship was its glad awareness of the forgiveness of sin. 
Trust in God through faith in Christ brought with it a 
remarkable new sense of being free. The burdens of 
anxiety, dread, and guilt were lifted from the believer’s 
heart. It was somehow easier to overcome temptation 
and be good. One felt not only clean but also restored 
to fellowship with God. 

How conspicuously lacking this awareness is in our 
modern churches. Not only is there no sense of the for- 
giveness of sin but also there is hardly awareness of sin. 


In many places it is not thought good taste to mention - 


the idea. Yet, the Christian of the early church knew 
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that his freedom from sin had been won. His faith and 
God’s forgiveness made of him a new man in Christ. 
Most of us are the same old men we always were; and 
there is hardly anything in our church life that would 
suggest we could be something better. 

Lastly, it was a fellowship that placed very little 
value on any organization or activity which did not 
contribute directly to three important things. What or- 
ganization it boasted was for worship, for teaching, and 
for the collection of alms for the needy brethren. Be- 
ing a member of the fellowship did not mean commit- 
tee work. It meant a changed relationship to God. It 
meant a new quality of life among believing Christians. 
It meant a joyous expectancy that the future could not 
be bad. 

These are the five basic qualities which have so 
largely disappeared from our churches. To provide them 
is the true function of a local church. Until these are 
provided, the most successful church by our statistical 
standards stands before God as a colossal failure. 

I said a bit earlier that it is no easy thing to change 

(Continued on page 46) 








At the trainer's signal the 16-foot whale, weighing 34,000 pounds, 
leaped straight out of the water until his tail was a foot above the 
surface, opened his mouth to receive the handful of fish, and fell 
back into the pool with a splash. On another signal a second whale 
took one end of a rope from another trainer and carried it 100 feet 
down the pool to the other trainer. When the two trainers pulled the 
rope so that it was six feet above the surface the whale broke water 
and jumped the rope. For an hour, whales, porpoises, sea-lions and 
seals went through their paces at Marineland, near Pacific Palaisades. 

And here before our eyes was a striking illustration of James 3:7, 
“For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things 
in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind.” When | saw 
this truth, | was forced to admit the truth of the next line—“But the 
tongue can no man tame,” and | asked the Lord to keep mine cleansed 
that it might praise the Lord in holiness. 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





CAN APARTHEID BE CHRISTIAN? 


Anglicans Ask Prayer for Africa 


Trevor Huddleston, the famed An- 
glican pastor who has done so much 
for blacks in South Africa and who 
was expelled for it, has suggested a day 
of prayer for Africa on May 31. 

A correspondent in the Times of 
London asked Huddleston for a form 
of prayer for that day. Huddleston 
suggested, “God bless Africa; guard 
her children; guide her rulers and give 
her peace, for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
Amen.” No longer permitted in Africa, 
Huddleston still has Africa in his 
heart. 

The South African government now 
has an even more formidable antago- 
nist than Huddleston in his replace- 
ment. The Church of England has ap- 
pointed Holland-born Joost de Blank 
as Archbishop of Cape Town, head of 
the Anglican church in South Africa. 
He is speaking out against racial in- 
equity as no man has done before. 

Educated in England, Dr. de Blank 
went from Cambridge to hard work as 
an army chaplain, then to a church in 
slum London, and then to become 
bishop of Stepney. In 1957 he became 
Archbishop of Cape Town. 

Soon he issued a pastoral letter on 
the Church and Politics, in which he 
gave fair warning that he was no re- 
specter of anti-Christian action, how- 
ever high the quarters in which he 
found it. “The honor of God Himself,” 
he wrote, “is at stake.” Dr. de Blank, a 
bachelor who never spares himself, is 
dedicated to the cause of getting fair 
play for the African. 

In response to a message from 
de Blank asking for prayer, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has issued this 
solemn statement: 

“. . . I wish to ask Christian people 
in their prayers for South Africa at 
this time to have these two things 
specially in mind: 

“1.—The church itself is virtually 
silenced, since under the emergency 
regulations almost any adverse com- 


ment on the state of affairs may be 
treated as an offence; and even if it is 
known that a minister or a member of a 
congregation has been removed to deten- 
tion, no one may mention his name. 
Thus the Church suffers with and for 
the Africans in their travail in en- 
forced silence.” 

“2.—The Church of England... 
has constantly for many years past de- 
nounced the evils and injustices of the 
policy of apartheid...” 

Prayer is asked particularly for four 
things: 

1) “For Africans in their bewilder- 
ment and long suffering;” 

2) “For those, both Afrikaner and 
British, who understand God’s will and 
work for deliverance from the evil;” 

3) “For the Churches as they strive 
to do their divine work of enduring 
healing and reconciling;” 

4) “And most of all perhaps for be- 
lievers in apartheid in the nation and 
in the Dutch Reformed Church who 
have the hardest task of all—to be 
humble, to repent, to make a change 
of heart, to build new hope for them- 
selves and for Africans on the ashes 
of the dreadful past.” (DGB) 


Taking Sides Against Evil 


In Bavaria, Germany, an electrical 
appliance manufacturer was employing 
children from 10 to 14 years old, 
working them until as late as 10 p.m., 
and paying them about $.13 an hour. 

A Lutheran pastor intervened, sign- 
ing a complaint against the proprietor, 
who was then arrested and tried. 

Some people say that ministers 
should stick to religion and not inter- 
fere in social problems. But here is an 
instance in which Christianity must 
have its say. 

Christ Himself said, “Of how much 
more value is a man than a sheep?” 

~ (Matt. 12:12). The sheep represents 
profits and the man represents human- 


ity, originally created in the image of 
God and redeemed by Him. A follower 
of Christ will always take sides with 
the man against the sheep principle, 
(DGB) 


Church-going Delinquents 


A surprisingly high number of de- 
linquents are regular church-goers, ac- 
cording to Dr. Milton J. E. Senn, 
director of the Child Study Center at 
Yale University. Speaking at the re- 
cent White House Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth, he suggested that 
many young people are turning away 
from organized _ religion _ because 
churches emphasize “easy psychologi- 
cal adjustment rather than creative re- 
ligious behavior.” 


Drive Against Degree Mills 


The U. S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare listed 30 “de- 
gree mills” and stated that it plans to 
crack down on them. Religious leaders 
will be consulted, according to Secre- 
tary Arthur S. Flemming, because 
many of these “degree mills” award 
religious degrees. 

Flemming defined a “degree mill” 
as “an organization that awards de- 
grees without requiring its students to 
meet educational standards or such de- 
grees established and traditionally fol- 
lowed by reputable educational insti- 
tutions. A degree mill either receives 
fees from its so-called students on the 
basis of fraudulent misrepresentations 
or it makes it possible for the recipi- 
ents of its degree to perpetrate a fraud 
on the public.” 

Among those listed were the Ameri- 
can Divinity School, Pineland, Fla; 
the American Bible School, Chicago, 
Ill.; Pioneer Theological Seminary, 
Rockford, Ill.; Trinity College, Indi- 
anapolis, Ind.; Texas Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas; and the 
Golden State University, Hollywood, 
Calif. 


Religion in Russia 


Nikita Khrushchev recently  sur- 
prised an audience during his French 
tour by saying, “There is much im 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 
DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 


WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
IS PREACHED 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets ‘ 
Convenient down-town location 


Minister 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
‘om our sins in His own blood.” 














FAMILY NEEDS - 


A missionary couple in So. India, who will 
retire soon, would like a position as com- 
panion-caretaker to some Christian elderly 
person in a warm section of the U.S. Write 
to Box F, ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce St., Phila. 
3, Pa. 








MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1959 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury and make friends for 
your organization. Sample FREE to Official. 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 














RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
“Where CHRIST is FIRST” 
Grades 7 thru 12, Co-educational 
Resident and non-resident students. 
Write for rates, etc.: Dr. John J. McCall, 
Riverview Academy 


Shark River Hills Neptune, N. J. 





Christianity that is common to us~ 


Communists.” 

But he admitted he couldn’t agree 
with one of Christ’s teachings. “I do 
not agree when (Christ) says when you 
are hit on the right cheek, turn the left 
cheek. If I am hit on the left cheek, I hit 
right back on the right cheek so hard his 


* head may fall off.” 


At almost the same time a young 
Russian embassy official who recently 
defected to the West told a U.S. Senate 
subcommittee that a religious revival 
is occurring among Russian youth be- 
cause of their disillusionment with 
Communist ideas and philosophy. 

He said that the Soviet government 
fears the Baptists, Adventists and Wit- 
nesses because “these sects are more 
appealing to the Russian people due to 
conditions in the Soviet Union.” 

“It is not as easy to control, as, for 
instance, it is the Russian Orthodox 
Church.” The former Russian official 
stated that the Soviet government 
is using compulsory membership in 
the Komsolol, the Communist Youth 
League, as a method of stamping out 
religious activity among youth. 


Good Spankings Do Not Hurt 


The British Medical Association has 
issued a statement to the effect that 
teachers should be allowed more lati- 
tude in administering corporal pun- 
ishment to students. The medical 
authorities declare that good spankings 
do not hurt, but even help children, 
and that teachers should be freed from 
any possibility of harm through the 
disagreement of the parents of the dis- 
ciplined children, or from the employ- 





IS THE Bible the infallible Word of God? 


Jobn Murray, Professor of Theology replies: 
It is ours to accept the witness of the Bible, 


for God can certify to us the 
character of His own Word. And He 
asserts that all Scripture is God-breathed, 
and as borne by the Holy Spirit men 
spoke from God. And Jesus said, The 
Scripture cannot be broken 


Professor Murray is one of a company | 
of distinguished scholars who compose | 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified § 
students of many denominations receive |] 


a unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 
Courses leading to the B.D., Tb.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 


JOHN MURRAY 


sf 










- For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 
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ing authorities of the schools. Bravo! 
Read Proverbs 22:15; 23:14; 13:24 
(DGB) 


Wrong to Keep Silent 


Cricket to the English is what base. 
ball is to Americans. Recently one of 
England leading cricketers, the Rey, 
David Sheppard, greatly excited the 
sport world by announcing his refusal] 
to play against South Africa. 

South Africa had refused to play 
West Indies, India or Pakistan because 
they were not. all-white teams. Shep- 
pard countered by his announcement 
that he would not play against South 
Africa because there were 20,000 
colored cricketers in South Africa who 
had not an opportunity to compete. 

Said Sheppard, “I believe that as a 
cricketer and a Christian I would be 
wrong to keep silent.” (DGB) 


What the Playwrights Didn’t Say 


In a new off-Broadway play, three 
characters in Hell (Byron, Shaw and 
Wilde) are rather bored and goad the 
devil into sending Don Juan to earth 
to cause someone to sin.. 

Don Juan discovers that the women 
are more than willing and need no 
seduction and that their husbands are 
complaisant. Because there is no trust 


. against which to trespass, he is frus- 


trated. Returning to Hell, Don Juan 
finds the devil sick, and when he re 
ports that men on earth have “freed 
themselves from belief,” Satan dies. 

Without God, there can be no devil. 
It is good that the theater can preach 
that sermon, but it is to be wondered 
if any of the audience will heed it. 

Another off-Broadway play, accord- 
ing to the review, goes back to the 
Trojan war for its plot. When the war 
is over, Orestes, the hero, decides that 
he doesn’t want another war, but in- 
stead wants to find a woman and go 
and live peacefully somewhere. 

However, Cassandra (daughter of 
Priam, king of Troy) intervenes to tell 
him that the force of the popular ma- 
jority demands “dramatic justice.” 
Since life is “popular drama, the ma- 
jority dictates the plot.” Thus _ the 
audience itself is slapped with guilt as 
Orestes unwillingly leaves his love to 
start another war against the human 
race. 

“I will murder,” he says, “and say it 
is for a better world. That must be 
said to avoid insanity.” Again it is 
good for the theater to blame the au- 
dience for the evil of warfare, but it is 
doubtful that the audience will accept 
the blame. 

In both cases the playwrights are 
gored on the horns of their dilemmas 
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avo! by their ignorance of the Lord Jesus 
324, Christ. In the first play it should have ! 
been said that men have turned away ne () ese ee Ou 
from God because they will not have e 
Jesus Christ. In the second it is said 
that war is insanity, but it is not said Answer the Appeal of a Little Child 
that it is the result of man’s own lusts 
ase- James 4:1-3) and that the Lord has 
oa . i, aa thens uly nie tara WILL YOU SPONSOR A DEAR KOREAN ORPHAN 
Rev. | ity of living untroubled (Matt. 24: FOR ONLY EIGHT DOLLARS A MONTH! 
the 6) and sane in the midst of the world 
fusal that has crucified Christ rather than TRY IT AND SEE WHAT JOY IT WILL BRING YOU 
bow to His lordship. (DGB) 
Play You may select your own child from the pictures herein and 
nal life on Other Planets become a sponsor of one of these dear Korean Orphan children. 
nal tints announce s peaitet te (You may ask .a friend to be a co-sponsor with you—$4 each). 
outh beam simple ‘signals to the vicinity of You may write and send parcels to him any time you wish. 
,000 ff planets revolving around the star He will answer and send you a picture of himself with the 
who Epsilon Eridani, with the thought that clothing on, toys in hand, etc. My! What joy this brings! 
their state of matter is somewhat sim- Every day these children are taught the Bible, sing Christian 
as a § jlar to that on our earth, and that there | songs, earnestly pray. Every child is led to receive Christ as his 
i be § might be life intelligent enough to | personal Saviour. They all attend church, Sunday School and 
beam signals back at us. other services. All staff members are earnest Christians. 
To one who knows the Bible the 
question of life on other planets can 
1y be resolved. If there were such life, it 
would be obedient to or rebellious PARENTS KILLED 
hree against the God and Father of our BY 
and § [ord Jesus Christ. If it is obedient to 
| the Him, it will be composed of beings WILD BOARS 
arth J created by Him and doing His will, 
not trying to communicate with earth, < 
men because God has spoken His word to : 
| No this earth through the Lord Jesus ae is ee = 
are Christ. ; : 
trust If it were alien to God, it would while — by a a wild — 
frus- have become so by a fall and rebellion, om “y a “He —s we — 
Juan § since all life is created by Him. It eo me Pee gsr Pre me 
~ et or ae death af ae he was found begging and wandering about. Now he is well 
and since the Bible tells us that Christ cared for in our New Person Orphanage, but must have a 
evil. § died once for all (Heb. 10:10), we ee : 
each § are forced to deduce that there is no Each child is waiting to have an American or Canadian “Daddy 
ered § such life in need of redemption. (DGB) and Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day— 
i you or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, dyareg? 
or / Group, etc., will help bring Christ to your chosen boy or gir 
the The Camel's Nose and Sale him to be : Christian aie ta Korea. This $8 pro- 
war Birmingham, England, got itself into vides all the needs of the child, including school tuition which 
that § a mess of trouble when it agreed to is not free in Korea. 
i=) Movide parochial schools for the Ro- The ESEA is caring for well over 3,000 orphans, war widows 
ee Seed. Ae aati ohio and children of lepers. Many more are in desperate need, home- 
a — ee — two years ago, the less, cold and hungry. Help us take in many more from off the 
wmen hierarchy began putting on streets into our 52 Homes, most of them are Presbyterian. Write 
} tell § pressures for large expansion of Ro- or phone NOW! 
ma- § man schools. 
ice.” Now they are demanding classrooms THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
ma- § for an even larger number on the | 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 
4 ground that the baptismal figure does oe “CLIP AND MAIL TODAY —7 
it as @ not allow for a large immigration from (ee 0 Soar 0 ses ea ae 
e to Ireland. The matter is now before the a atreane cyt fniedt oree "fe soppert opens woes Lap t+ treme select | 
man § Birmingham Board of Aldermen and | | ane ook cane. ten ("any ahuttese an long os 0 oi. Sa OGRE 
is causing large discussion in Britain. | | = PaRricutans. ME OR, 
.~ (DGB) (CO Please send me further information. I 
. & Mame... ccc ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc ese ccceescccecescccscsoesceceescesescssees 
tae | The Vatican ond France Doe PERRET 5 pee inion estenternsbat 
it is A remarkable illustration of official ON co «Se p'ssnnccacs <ésscnddonclen eddie pian 050 Zone..... inks h oddinzes sante- 
cept Roman Catholic instrusion into civil ] Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are income tax deductible. 
matters occured in Dijon, France, || JHE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, OU. oem 
are § Khrushchev visited that city. The |! 5.) 6 4048 Nerth Leonard Drive, Chicege 31, Ilinels dittigieets Chadha ere es | 
mas § Mayor of the city is a Roman priest, | L en bids J 
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and a very liberal man, put in office 
by the vote of socialists and Com- 
munists. When announced that he 
would meet Khrushchev and give him 
a welcome to the city, his bishop is- 
sued orders that he should refuse to 
meet the Communist leader. To make 
sure of his obedience the Roman Cath- 
olic authorities had enough influence 
on the police to abduct the mayor- 
priest and to whisk him away with 
police escort to a Roman agricultural 
college, 50 miles away. Cardinal 
Gerlier, of Lyons, made it clear that 
the instructions had not come from 
him, but directly from Rome. Here, 
then, is an instance where the Vatican 
reached into a republic and exercised 
its direct authority in the politics of 
the land. (DGB) 


When God Gives More Light 


One of the questions which a Bible 
teacher is frequently asked is how God 
can condemn the heathen who have 
never heard the Gospel. The answer is 
that every tribe, however pagan, has at 
least some sense of right and wrong. 
Even though it be distorted by sin, 
there remains some awareness of 
moral values. God holds the heathen 
responsible for living up to the light 
they have and they will be judged by 
that light. 

Further, if a people measure up to 
the light they have (which none do!) 
God would undoubtedly give them 
more light. Occasionally an individual 
or small group succeeds in reaching a 
jhigher plane than their contempor- 
aries. God then offers them more 
truth. Stories are revealed. from time 
to time, indicating the remarkable 
ways God has bestowed this additional 
light. 

A Chinese merchant uses the pages 
of a Bidle he holds in contempt, to 
wrap his packages. Yet, a customer in 
a remote village is saved through read- 
ing the Gospel on the pages in which 
his package comes wrapped. 

Time recently told of the small Pe- 
ruvian village of Chimpay in the 
Andes, reached in 1935 by a Seventh 
Day Adventist missionary. The mis- 
sionary was amazed to discover that 
these illiterate 20th century Indians 
were practicing the principles of the 
Old Testament Mosaic Law they had 
never read. They had been taught their 
faith and observances by a group of 
16th century Peruvian Jews, fugitives 
from the Inquisition. 

How strange are the ways of God in 
bringing mankind spiritual light. How- 
ever, the more light man has, the 
greater his responsibility to God. 
“Every one to whom much is given, of 
him will much be required .. .” (Luke 
12:48). 
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Once man knows there is a God, he 
has the obligation to worship and serve 
Him. And he must come to God in the 
only way God has ordained—through 
Jesus Christ. If the heathen really 
want to pursue the proper path to God, 
He will show the way. But, the sad 
fact is, they do not want to. And God 
is perfectly justified in His condemna- 
tion. (HHE) 





WILL SCIENCE CONTROL? 
(Continued from page 14) 


This deficiency of science is ap- 
parent not only to Christians. Educa- 
tors, lawyers, scientists, and many 
others in positions of leadership and 
public trust are concerned about mod- 
ern man’s apparent lack of a sense of 
responsibility, while many fear that 
without it man may destroy himself. 
The Christian view does not promise, 
naturally, that this latter can be 
avoided. But it does insist upon, and 
we must continue to emphasize, the 
hard fact of each man’s responsibility 
for his own deeds and thoughts. 

Finally and above all, the Scrip- 
tures say that one other essential fac- 
tor must be taken into account. This is 
designated as the power of God or the 
Holy Spirit. 

Our Lord stated clearly that He 
came to enable us to have this Power, 
this Spirit, operating in our minds and 
in our lives. Jesus’ conversation with 
Nicodemus about the new birth illus- 
trates this truth (John 3:1-15). In ef- 
fect, Jesus said, “It is not necessary 
for your mind to function on a purely 
physical, chemical, or biological basis. 
There is another kind of life possible 
for you if you will have it. It is a life 
that comes to the brain, to the mind, 
to the man who has been born again. 
It is a supernatural kind of life.” The 
old molecules and neurons remain, but 
God gives us by His power the ability 
to think, to act, and to live differently 
from our existence without the Holy 
Spirit. This is an experience known to 
all true Christians. In the teaching of 
our Lord the words “Come . . . Re- 
ceive ... Accept .. . Believe” are used 
repeatedly as He invites every man to 
receive this new life that He gives to 
all who come to Him in faith. 





HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE 
(Continued from page 11) 


slightly divergent forms of text cur- 
rent in older manuscripts. Beginning 
in 1947 a series of discoveries of scrolls 
preserved in caves at Qumran by the 
Dead Sea resulted in the acquisition 


of much older documents varying in 
size but covering all the books of the 
Old Testament except Esther. These 
scrolls and fragments of scrolls date 
from the centuries just before and 
after the beginning of the Christian 
era. In general the text preserved in 
these scrolls agrees with the traditional, 
Masoretic form of the Old Testament 
text. 

As regards the New Testament text, 
literally scores of important early 
manuscripts have come to light dur- 
ing the past century. In 1844 the 
German scholar, Constantine von Tis- 
chendorf, discovered in a monastery 
on Mount Sinai the famous Codex 
Sinaiticus, a magnificent parchment 
copy of the Greek Bible, dating from 
the fourth century A.D. It is now in 
the British Museum. 

From the late fourth or early fifth 
century is a parchment codex of the 
Four Gospels in Greek, purchased in 
1906 by Charles L. Freer of Detroit 
from a dealer in antiquities in Cairo, 
Today this manuscript, called the 
Codex Washingtonianus, is on display 
in the Freer Art Museum at the 
Smithsonian Institution of Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

About 1930 a British collector of 
antiquities, A. Chester Beatty, ac- 
quited more than a dozen early Greek 
codices, including three fragmentary 
papyri containing portions of many 
of the books of the New Testament. 
‘What makes these manuscripts im- 
portant is the fact that they date from 
about the third century. They are now 
in the Beatty Museum at Dublin. 

In 1935 a British paleographer, C. 
H. Roberts, edited a tiny papyrus frag- 
ment (measuring only two and one- 
half by three and one-half inches), 
found in a collection at Manchester, 
which proved to be what is still the 
oldest extant portion of the New Tes- 
tament. Thought to date from the first 
half of the second century, it con- 
tains about 30 words from John 18. 

Still more recently the Swiss biblio- 
phile, Martin Bodmer, acquired several 
papyrus codices of Greek authors, in- 
cluding books of the New Testament. 
In 1956 one of these, Papyrus Bod- 
mer II, was published. It contains, 
almost completely preserved, the first 
14 chapters of John, with fragments 
of the remaining chapters, and dates 
from about A.D. 200. 

These examples of early and im 
portant Greek manuscripts of the New 
Testament are only a few of many 
that might be mentioned. 

The ninth century saw a marked 
change in the style of Greek script 
used in making books; instead of cap- 
ital or block letters, called “uncials,” 
a running or cursive hand called “mit 
uscules was adopted and adapted by 
scribes for writing books. It is custom 
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ary, therefore, to divide Greek manu- 
scripts into two main categories, un- 
cial and minuscule codices. Further- 
more, a special form of biblical man- 
uscript came to be prepared. This was 
the lectionary, or Church reading 
book, containing passages of the Scrip- 
ture arranged according to the eccle- 
siastical calendar and appointed to be 
read as the lessons in divine services. 
Strangely enough, although these lec- 
tionaries have been known to scholars 
for centuries, only recently have they 
begun to receive the attention which 
they deserve. 

Some idea of the enormous number 
of extant Greek manuscripts of the 
New Testament may be secured from 
the following statistics (as of 1958): 


Number of papyri 67 
Number of parchment codices 
Uncial script 241 
Minuscule script 2,533 
Lectionaries 1,838 


Writings of many ancient classical 
authors have survived in only a few 
copies, or even in only one, and they 
usually date from the: later Middle 
Ages and thus are separated from the 
time of the composition of the original 
work by more than a thousand years. 
In the case of the New Testament, 
however, we have nearly 5,000 papyri 
and parchment codices, several of which 
date from the second and third Chris- 
tian centuries. 

(In Part Two of “How We Got 
the Bible,” to be published next month, 
Dr. Metzger will discuss the ancient 
versions of the Bible and also the more 
recent translations.) 





CHAPLAIN FOR CUBA’S ARMY 
(Continued from page 20) 


He tried to resign his post, but 
leaders of the new government would 
not hear of it. Cuba, they said, needed 
men like the Rodriguez that had been 
such a help, both physically and spir- 
itually, during the grim days of re- 
volution. He continues to wear the 
green uniform and beard and uncut 
hair of guerrilla days and although the 
new government separated church and 
state even to the elimination of the 
army chaplaincy, Herrera is honorary 
chaplain. He has now completed his 
schooling and is planning to become 
a medical missionary. 

Looking back on his experiences, 
Herrera sees that it took tyranny and 
terrible months of guerrilla warfare 
to bring some to Chist. It is possible 
that further upheaval may come be- 
fore others are brought to the place 
of surrender to God. If so, the Chris- 
tians of Cuba can only hope there 
will be a Rodriguez to step into the 
fray to bring spiritual freedom to their 
homeland. 
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RECORD REVIEWS 


| VOCAL 


| than 


A Time to Sing. Fague Springman and 
the Concert Orchestra of London con- 
ducted by Paul Mickelson. Word-3077- 
LP. 33.96. 

I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked (O’Hara) ; 
Lord God of Abraham (Mendelssohn); O Lord 
Most Holy (Franck); Largo (Handel); The 
Lord’s Prayer (Malotte). Side two: The Lost 
Chord (Sullivan); O Rest in the Lord (Men- 
delssohn) ; O God, Have Mercy (Mendelssohn) ; 
Recessional (De Koven). 

An excellent voice and immaculate 
diction are the two characteristics of 
Fague Springman’s singing which are 
immediately apparent. Add to this an 
artistry which projects phrases rather 
individual notes and an _ under- 
standing of the underlying musical and 
emotional essence of each song and you 
have a singer who is exceptional in 
these days of careless and unmusical 
singing. One could wish for less scoop- 


| ing, but this is a minor detail in the 


| face of much that is excellent. 


| Ralph Carmichael 


GET THIS BOOK! | ceo 6036.37. $9.98. 


| The Stranger of Galilee 


The repertoire here could best be 
described as “popular sacred classics.” 
You have heard them all many times 
before, but you have rarely, if ever, 
heard them as well done. It is some- 
thing of a shock to see the beloved con- 
tralto aria from “Elijah” listed here to 
be done by a baritone, but wait until 
you hear it. It could hardly be done 
better by anybody! It remains only to 
say that the accompaniments are beau- 
tifully achieved under the direction of 
Paul Mickelson. This is a superior al- 
bum. 


soloist with 
Sacred 
$7.98. 


Beth Farnam—Soprano 
Orchestra. 
Records, Inc. LP 8031-32. 
The Holy City (Adams); I Know that My 
Redeemer Liveth (Handel); Side two: O Holy 
Night (Adam); Were You There (Spiritual) ; 
Battle Hymn of the Republic (Howe). Side 
three: Why Should He Love Me So (Harkness) ; 
(Morris); When I 
Kneel Down to Pray (Ackley); Ob I Never 
Shall Forget the Day (Carmichael). Side four: 
Fairest Lord Jesus (Willis); Precious Hiding 
Place (Loveless); Saved by Grace (Crosby); All 
That Thrills My Soul (Harris). 

Miss Farnam is accorded the distinc- 


| tion of a two-record album, and that 


she is entirely worthy of this honor 
becomes more and more evident as 
one listens. She is gifted with a soprano 
voice of lovely lyric quality and she 


| uses it artistically. In particular, her 


shaping of phrases proclaims her an 
intelligent and musical singer. Her voice 


| and artistry are always at the service 
| of the music, for she never stoops to 
| making an effect purely for the purpose 


of making an effect. This is a rare vir- 
tue among singers and instrumentalists. 
She seems a bit uncomfortable voc- 


by Robert Elmore 


ally in the familiar Messiah aria, but in 
everything else she is mistress of the 
situation. She is fortunate in having 
Ralph Carmichael direct her accom- 
paniments. The orchestral and occa- 
sional choral support are first-rate. Spe- 
cial mention should be made of the 
song, “Oh I Never Shall Forget the 
Day,” which was written for Miss Far- 
nam by Carmichael. It is a graceful 
piece of music, and it is performed here 
con amore. 


Songs From the Word. Bill Carle with 
the Kurt Kaiser Orchestra. Word-3098- 


LP. $3.98. 
How Big Is God (Hamblen); There Is a Green 
Hill Far Away (Gounod); Jesus, Rose of 


Sharon (Gabriel); When Little Children Pray 
(Ackley); Day by Day (Abnfelt); Nazareth 
(Gounod). Side two: I’ll Walk With God 
(Webster); Then Jesus Came (Rodeheaver); 
The Ninety and Nine (Sankey); How Great 
Thou Art (Hine). 

Bill Carle’s excellent bass voice is 
heard to good advantage in these songs. 
Surely his is one of the finest voices 
to be heard in this repertory today, and 
he sings with taste and style. Since the 
accompaniments are also beautifully 
done, this album can be highly recom- 
mended. 


George Beverly Shea. RCA Camden. 
CAL-568. $1.98. 


If I Can Help Somebody; Now I Lay Me Down 
to Sleep; If I Could Pray Like a Child Again; 
Command and I'll Pray; The Holy City. Side 
two: Roll Jordan Roll; Goodbye Pharaoh; Stand 
by Me; Open Up Your Heart (And Let the 
Sunshine In); At the End of the Road. 


The familiar excellencies of Beverly 
Shea’s work are in evidence here and 
there is little more that I need to add, 
The voice is always beautiful and the 
style is perfectly adapted to the music 
Shea elects to sing. Other artists con 
tribute to the interest of this album, 
and none with more appeal than the 
singer’s son, Ronnie, who is briefly heard 
in “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep.” 


INSTRUMENTAL 
Artistry in Ivory. Clayton Erb. Crown 
V Records. CV-1002. $3.98. 
Come Thou Fount (Webb); His Eye Is on the 
Sparrow (Gabriel); Jesus 1 Come (Stebbins); 
Jesus Loves Even Me (Bliss); More Time Alone 
With Thee Lord. Jesus (Loveless); In My Heart 
There Rings a Melody (Roth); More Love to 
Thee O Christ (Doane). Side two: Saviour 
Like A Shepherd (Bradbury); Moment By 
Moment (Moody); Follow I Will Follow Thee 
My Lord (Brown); Life Is a Symphony (Bix- 
ler); Break Thou the Bread of Life (Sherwin); 
Jesus Is All the World to Me (Thompson); 
Overshadowed (Schuler). ‘ 
‘That Clayton Erb is a greatly gifted 
pianist is obvious from the evidence of 
this fine recording. He plays with im 
maculate technic, utterly infectious 
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thythm, and a sort of warm, affection- 
ate charm which shines through every- 
thing he does. Above and beyond all 
this, he seems to possess the sort of 
ingenuity and inventiveness which ap- 
pears to be the particular stock in 
trade of young American musicians. 

By this I mean that he is not afraid 
to range far afield in his search for 
elective means of treating various 
hymn-tunes. He utilizes devices from 
many phases of musical literature, in- 
cluding bits of Chopin, Gershwin, and, 
of all things, that old friend of the law- 
les household strummer, Chopsticks. 
All these devices, and more _ besides, 
are used well and tastefully. The melody 
and meaning of the original song is 
never obscured in spite of all the en- 
chanting “window-dressing” Erb brings 
to each one. 

The producers of Crown V Records 
will be doing Erb and his audiences a 
real service if they will allow him to 
record something with more real meat 
in it for his next release. This is very 
pleasant and entertaining, but anyone 
who handles octaves with the skill of 
Clayton Erb should not be forced to 
spend his life in entertainment music. 
In the “secular world” there is a large 
and ever-growing public which patron- 
is the most serious and profound 
music. Dare we imply that Christian 
people do not have as high standards of 
taste as worldly people? There is not 
much nourishment in a diet which con- 
sists solely of musical meringue. 


CHORAL 

Garden of the Heart. Ralph Carmichael 
Singers. Sacred. LP 8018. $4.98. Stereo 
6023. $5.98. 

The Garden of My Heart; Wonderful, Wonder- 
ful Jesus; O for a Thousand Tongues; Over- 
shadowed; Church in the Wildwood; The Peace 
that Jesus Gives. Side two: Sun of My Soul and 
Jesus the Very Thought of Thee; Shadrach; 
Whispering Hope; Near to the Heart of God; 
The Saviour Is Waiting. 

There is only one word to describe 
the choral work on this record, and 
that is magnificent. The Ralph Car- 
michael Singers are a virtuoso ensem- 
ble, and it is hardly necessary to say 
that Carmichael is a great conductor, 
for no ensemble is ever any finer than 
the man-who directs it. 

All the virtues of fine choral singing 
are in evidence here: fine intonation, 
understandable diction, beautiful tone 
quality, great dynamic range, and, when 
needed, crisp rhythm. As an example 
of the latter listen to the singing of 
the hymn, “O for a Thousand Tongues.” 
Here Carmichael obtains a crisp, con- 
sonantal accentuation which is just 
about perfect. These things can be over- 
done, as the director of your church 
choir will ruefully admit. Here there 
8 NO exaggeration, just a tasteful ac- 
centuation which lends enormous vital- 
ity to the hymn. 

Some of the music is third-rate, some 
of it first-rate. But there is enough vari- 
ety so that almost everybody will find 
at least two or three songs to admire. 
And there can be no reservations what- 
ever about the performances. They are 
magnificent! 
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New Record Service 


NOW YOU CAN BUY THE BEST IN CHRISTIAN RECORDINGS 


BY MAIL 


This Month’s Choice 


A TIME TO SING. Fague Springman with the 
Concert Orchestra of London. Produced by Paul 
Mickelson. O Rest in the Lord; O Lord Most Holy; 
I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked; O God 
Have Mercy; The Lord’s Prayer; The Lost Chord; 
Lord God of Abraham; Largo; The Recessional. 
W-3077-LP $3.98 
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ARTISTRY IN IVORY. 
Clayton Erb, pianist. 
CV-1002 $3.98 





AUGUSTANA CHOIR. 
Henry Veld, director. 
W-4012-LP — $3.98 


Readers Record 


BETH FARNAM. A two 
record album. So- 
prano. 

Sacred 8031/2—$7.98 
Stereo 6036/7—$9.98 





THE LOVE OF GOD. 
George Beverly Shea. 
Bass - baritone. RCA 
LPM 1949. $3.98 
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GARDEN OF THE 
HEART. Ralph Car- 
michael Singers. 

Sacred 8018 — $4.98 
Stereo 6023 — $5.98 








GREAT SACRED CHO- 
RUSES. Robert Shaw 
Chorale. RCA LM 117. 
$4.98 


Service 


Box 2100, Philadelphia 3, Pa., Dept. A 


Springman Erb 
$3.98 $3.98 
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Garden Augustana 
(stereo) 


Farnam Garden 
(stereo) 
$9.98 $4.98 $5.98 


Don‘t forget to include the postage and handling charge. Cash must be received with coupon. 
Clip this coupon and mail directly to Readers Record Service, Box 2100, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


I am enclosing a check or money order to cover the cost, plus 24c to 


- Please send me the Christian recordings | have checked below, for which 
cover postage and handling. 


Shea Shaw 
$3.98 $4.98 
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YOUR @ BY 
Questions DR. BARNHOUSE 


Answerep AND STAFF 


In this new department of ETERNITY Magazine, Dr. Barnhouse and the staff 
will answer questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the 
Christian life and walk. 


Question: The Bible says, “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God.” (Luke 18:24). In the light of this, can 4 Christian feel right 
about owning his house or possessing stocks and shares, when the income from 
these is most helpful? 


Answer: As the RSV brings out more clearly, Jesus did not say it was impossible 
for a wealthy person to enter the kingdom of God, but “how hard it is for those 
who have riches” to enter. The reason for this is obvious. All too often, the rich 
are not satisfied until they become richer. Making money develops into an obses- 
sion, and other things of far greater importance are thrust aside. Naturally, this 
does not have to be, nor do all wealthy people fall into this pitfalJ. But, a suf- 
ficient number do, to make necessary the two warnings in I Timothy 6: “. . . the 
love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith. . .” (vs. 10). “As for the rich in this world, charge 
them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on uncertain riches, but on 
God...” (vs. 17). 

If these principles are observed, there is nothing wrong with possessing some of 
this world’s wealth. 





Question: After the evil angels fell, God punished them by opening the floors of 
Heaven and casting them into Hell. What do you mean, therefore, when you say 
that Satan is not in Hell? 


Answer: The whole question of angelology is a fascinating realm of thought, and 
demands quite an intensive study in order to properly understand that which the 
Bible teaches about angels. We are told in I Peter 2:4 that “God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to Hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be réserved unto judgment . . .” The word “hell” used here is not 
the same Greek word that describes the final place of torment. The word in 
I Peter 2:4 is Tartaros. Apparently, Tartaros is a place of confinement in which 
some—not all—of the fallen angels are kept in prison until the time of judgment. 
Jude confirms this by his statement in the sixth verse of his writing, “The angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left their habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” Conse- 
quently, we draw the conclusion that there are no angels now in hell—i.e., the 
final hell. Those fallen angels that are imprisoned are in Tartaros, waiting for the 
day of judgment. 

Similarly, with Satan. He is not the lord of Hell, as the comic strips usually 
present him, complete with red asbestos suit, horns, long pointed tail, and pitch- 
fork. Satan is not in Hell, but when he is sent to Hell, he will not be its master, 
but its chief victim. The Bible teaches us that Satan was once a lofty angel, Lucifer 
by name. As Lucifer, he was unwilling to take the position of subservience to 
God, but desired to rise to the equal of God (Isa. 14:12-15). Thus, the Bible 
shows a series of down-graded falls of Satan. From Lucifer to Satan, the position 
he now holds. As the devil, or Satan, he rules as the prince of the power of the 
air (Eph. 2:2). However, there is coming a time in the future when Satan will be 
cast to the earth. Our Lord Jesus Christ pointed this out in Luke 10:18. Still 
later, Satan will be chained in the bottomless pit (Rev. 20:1-3). All this time 
the devil is not yet in Hell. He will then be released from this bottomless pit 
(Rev. 20:7-9) and make a last stand, endeavoring to cause people to turn to him 
instead of God. It is only then, at the end of time, that the devil will be cast into 
the lake of fire—i.e., the final Hell (Rev. 20:10). 

It is for these reasons that we indicate that there are yet no angels in Hell, 
nor is the devil in Hell, nor is anyone yet in the final Hell. This is a place and 
state of judgment reserved for the future. 


ERNE: June 1960 















YOUR FAVORITE BOOKSTORE ET-0-750 
Please send____mcopies of Moopy BIBLE 
InsT1ITUTE—A Pictorial History, at $3.95 each, 
plus 25¢ for postage and handling. 
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A HISTORICAL TREASURE 


eee the complete 
and inspiring stery 
of this world-famous school 


graphically told in attractive 8x11”, 128-page 
volume ... more than 200 illustrations . . . 


MOODY BIBLE 


INSTITUTE 

A Pictorial History 
by Bernard R. DeRemer 
Dr. William Culbertson says: 


“This profusely illus- 
trated volume will be 
all friend 
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of the Institute .. . may 
our friends be blessed as 
they see the evidence 
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Cover b' — 

Warner Saliman founded.” 
in full color At Christian Bookstores 
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No more dull lecturing to unre- 
sponsive classes. with the new Bible 
Doctrine series! These workbooks 
present the Bible’s teaching in 
terms of the lives and interests of 
young people. Filled with illustra- 
tions from history and science, in- 
triguing archaeological discoveries 
and actual experiences from the 
lives of young people, Bible Doc- 
trine will be a valuable addition to 
your church’s teaching materials. 


Young people are sure to respond 
to the interesting pictorial illustra- 
tions, the varied questions, exer- 
cises and activity suggestions. The 
lesson material is designed to en- 
courage discussion and to impart 
with new relevance the great truths 
of the Word of God. 


A brochure describing the course 
in detail, including sample les- 
sons, is yours free upon request. 
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THE RIDDLE OF ROMAN CATHOLI- 
CISM. Jaroslav Pelikan. Abingdon. 
272 pp. $4. 


The reviewer is Donald Grey Barnhouse, 
editor-in-chief of ETERNITY Magazine. 


A professional book reviewer once 
cracked that a “complete” review was 
one in which the reviewer had read 
farther than the book jacket and the 
table of contents. On that basis, this is 
a “complete” review, for I have read 
the book, read every one of the foot- 
notes, re-read parts of the book, have 
pondered it, digested it, and have 
seen some of my prejudices eroded 
and some of my spiritual attitudes 
strengthened. 

Dr. Pelikan is a Missouri Synod 
Lutheran, professor of historical theol- 
ogy in the Federated Theological fac- 
ulty of the University of Chicago. He 
is the author of several of the religion 
articles in Encyclopedia Britannica. In 
his early life, he seriously considered 
becoming a Roman Catholic, went to 
St. Louis University, a Jesuit institu- 
tion, and definitely repudiated the idea 
of conversion to Romanism. But in 
the course of his experience and his 
vast reading in several languages he 
has reached some definite conclusions 
and has found some of the answers to 
the “riddle” of Roman Catholicism. 
Some of the answers to this “riddle” 
he has not found. 

The book has been written in love. 
Here is no pamphlet that starts out 
with the premise that the Pope is the 
Antichrist. It honestly attempts to set 
forth the differences between Roman- 
ism and Protestantism and the agree- 
ments of the two systems. Pelikan 
tries to minimize the differences and 
stress the agreements. 

The book falls into this outline: 
(1) How Christianity became Catho- 
lic (i.e., universal in the Roman 
world); (2) How Catholicism became 
Roman; following this is a_ setting 
forth of (3) The Tragic Necessity of 
the Reformation, followed by a de- 
scription of (4) The Roman Church 
in the Modern World. 

The second part discusses the na- 
ture of Romanism, with chapters on 
the Keys of Peter, the Two Swords, 
spiritual and material, the sacramental 
system, well titled, “Mystery and 
Magic,” Mariolatry, Thomas Aquinas, 
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and the tension between Roman wor- 
ship and world culture. In the third 
part of the book, “A Theological Ap- 
proach to Roman Catholicism,” the 
author writes of “The Unity We 
Have,” “The Unity We Seek,” “The 
Way of Conversion,” “The Burden of 
Our Separation,” and ends up with 
“The Challenge of Roman Catholi- 
cism.” 

The author has an irenic spirit. He 
would be a nice man to meet. The 
dedication of his book shows that he 
loves his wife and has a nice home life. 
He wants, earnestly, that wrong things 
should be righted. He wants, deeply, 
that true believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ should acknowledge their one- 
ness and feel that oneness. But he does 
not seem to know how believers are to 
be one and, therefore, he is wistfully 
longing for an organizational oneness 
that. simply cannot be. Although he 
recognizes that such a oneness is im- 
possible, he is so wistful that his wist- 
fulness finally cloys, because it is not 
biblical. God does not want the variety 
of unity he seeks. 

Before his examination of the his- 
torical evolution of Romanism, Peli- 
kan states the Romanist’s postulate: 
the Roman Catholic “must insist that 
the church (organization) is the in- 
stitution of Christ, that Peter was 
was the first pope, and that the seven 
sacraments all go back to the Lord 
Himself.” 

Pelikan correctly states Rome’s po- 
sition: “The organizational church is 
the true church, established by Christ 
and kept in the truth by His Spirit, who 
acts through Peter and his successors. 
Hence it can be and must be the ob- 
ject of religious devotion and loyalty. 
The church is the mystical body of 
Christ; and ‘those who are divided 
from one another in faith or in govern- 
ment cannot live in the unity of such 
a body, and in its own divine spirit.’ 
On the basis of this conviction that his 
church is the direct creation of Christ 
Himself, the Roman Catholic, whether 
layman or cleric, regards obedience to 
the authority of the church as identical 
with obedience to the authority of 
Christ.” 

The author also correctly states the 
Roman doctrine of the absolute su- 
premacy of the church over every and 
all government: “The state is only a 


Some of the Answers 


to Today’s Big Riddle 


relatively independent realm because 
the church and the state have many 
interests in common; where these ip- 
terests come into conflict, those of the 
church have precedence.” 

And “the distinction between the 
natural law and the revealed law is 
matched by -the distinction between 
civil law and canon law. These two 
terms cover the positive legislation of 
the state and of the church. From the 
legislation of the state it can be required 
that it conform to the natural law, whose 
basic norm is justice. Charged as it is 
with the administration of the entire law 
of God, the church has the obligation 
to tell the state about the natural law; 
and the state has the obligation to listen 
and to heed the natural law. . . . Not 
only must the church tell the state to 
conform its positive law to the natural 
law but the church must also demand 
that the positive law of the state re- 
frain from interfering in the province 
of church law. Here the church speaks 
not as the custodian of the natural 
law, but as the divine society whose 
superiority the state is obliged to ac- 
knowledge. Church law or canon law 
must be in conformity with revealed 
law, just as state law must be in con- 
formity with natural law. Since re- 
vealed law is higher and more conm- 
plete than natural law, canon law is of 
a higher order than civil law. Where 
the two come into  conflict—even 
where no precept of natural law as 
such is involved—there the civil law 
must yield to the canon law.” 

Pelikan shows that the sacraments 
often degenerate into magic and super- 
stition. His description of the manner 
in which the piece of bread which sup- 
posedly has been turned into Christ is 
reserved for worship is most revealing. 
“To this Christ, prayers may be ad 
dressed and vows paid. Around the 
tabernacle have sprung many forms of 
popular devotion and ‘sacramentals’ 
such as novenas, which repeatedly 
threaten to crowd out the mass as the 
genuine center of religious life in the 
parish. And the Protestant whose piety 
or good taste has’ been offended ‘by 
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E. M. Blaiklock, noted Australia 
scholar and author, analyzes “Cor 
servatism, Liberalism and Ne 
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sentimental ditties like ‘In the Garden’ 
really should witness the closing of 

the tabernacle at the end of such a 
novena devotion in a Roman church— 
known to the faithful as ‘putting Jesus 
to bed’—during which the lights are 
dimmed and the congregation sings 
the lullaby ‘Good Night, Sweet Jesus,’ 
one of the two or three most popular 
religious songs among Roman Catholic 
lay people. The relatively chaste cere- 
monies of the mass simply cannot 
sand the competition of this maudlin 
religiosity.” 

I shall return to Pelikan’s chapter 
on “The Unity We Have”; and skip to 
those on “The Unity We Seek,” and 
“The Burden of Our Separation.” 

Certainly there is developing in 
Rome a new interest in the Bible and a 
return to what might be called Roman 
evangelicalism in the new liturgical 
movement. I grant all this. And Peli- 
kan rightly concludes; “We may wish 
that the separation were not there. We 
may even hope that a day will come 
when Christendom will be reunited, 
with Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman 
Catholic in renewed fellowship with 
one another. But for our lifetime at 
least, we must face the certainty that 
the separation is permanent. That 
means that we must learn to live in a 
divided church .. .” 

Surely we must, if we are to be an- 
swerable to God, through the Holy 
Spirit. For Rome has said in a thou- 
sand ways that she cannot and will not 
change. Pelikan admits this: ‘Even 
when individual Protestants or entire 
Protestant churches came to the ad- 
mission that they needed the testimony 
and fellowship of their separated Ro- 
man brethren, Rome’s response was to 
demand -of them that they disavow 
their church and confession and come 
over all the way.” 

Absolute capitulation! That is 
Rome’s terms to all who are not in 
Rome. Come over to Rome, they say, 
acknowledge that the Pope is infalli- 
ble, accept everything that popes have 
ever said when they were speaking ex 
cathedra, admit that Mary is Queen of 
Heaven and Mother of God. Admit 
that the Reformation was a great sin, 
that Luther and Calvin were heretics. 
It is not only a little too much, it is 
blasphemy. 

Pelikan’s great error is that he has 
practically omitted the Holy Spirit in 
all his discussions. In his index are ten 
references to the Holy Spirit, several 
of these merely incidental. Of the re- 
maining four, none is really pertinent 
to the New Testament doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit and the Church. 

The truth is that Jesus Christ left 
the Holy Spirit to be the vicar of His 
Church. It was the Holy Spirit who 
was to take of the things that were 
Christ’s and minister them to the be- 
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Ideal for home, office, and church 
library for spiritually refreshing 
moments of comfort, inspiration, and 
encouragement. These three devo- 
tional books by Dr. Edman are filled 
with deep inspirational material of a 
highly practical nature. The thought- 
ful reader will find new help for day- 
by-day victorious Christian living. 
Order a set for friend or relative... 
a gift that will be long remembered 
for its deep and lasting spiritual im- 
pact. Books also available separately, 
$1.50 each. 


















































Sweeter than Honey —-devotional gems, in- 
spired by the recurrence in Scripture of the 
word “honey.” 

Just Why?—helps with life’s perplexing 
“why’s” — presenting meaningful questions 
raised and answered in the Scriptures. 

He Leadeth Me—a veritable handbook of 
spiritual insight into God’s ways of gracious 
guidance in the lives of those who trust 
Him. 


Other heart-stirring devotionals 













by Dr. Edman 

The Disciplines of Life...... e0nseee $2.50 

The Delights of Life......-+eeeeees $2.50 

Storms and Starlight.......++++se0 $2.50 Now in handy “bookshelf” 





box. Set of 3—only 




















Four pocket-size devotionals 


In Quietness and Confidence........ $ 75 
Great is Thy Faithfulness........... $ 75 
Not Ashamed....-ccccccccece scocemiae 
Fear Nob. .ccccccccccccccces scoceiae 
ORDER NOW 


From your local Christian bookstore 
or Scripture Press 





American Scripture Gilt Mission Incorporated 


(An affiliate of the London S.G.M.) 


has been providing approved missionaries and full-time Christian workers with Bibles, 
Testaments, Gospels, and Gospel portions for free distribution since 1915. 

We invite missionaries to write to us for further information. Portions are now available 
in 300 different languages. 


This ministry is made possible by the free-will offerings of those who love the Word and 
want to share it with others. We covet your prayer fellowship as we seek to provide 





Scripture portions in many languages to i ies throughout the world. 


Write for free samples to James O. Palmer, Executive Secretary, 
325 N. 13th St., Dept. E, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 















“| was looking for an 


investment plan. .. 





that would 
provide two 
things— 


1, AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO HELP TRAIN 
YOUNG PEOPLE FOR 
CHRISTIAN 

SERVICE 


2. A STEADY, GUARANTEED 
INCOME FOR LIFE.” 


—and when this former schoolteacher 
learned about the Moody Annuity Plan, 
she said, “‘That’s just 
what I’ve been looking for!’’ 


Like many other Christian stewards who have 
caught the vision of providing tuition-free 
training for young people preparing for the 
Lord’s work, Mrs. J. found the answer in the 
tried and proved Moody Annuity Plan. 

She also encouraged her own son to enroll 
at Moody Bible Institute because she was 
familiar with the thorough, Bible-centered 
teaching that has characterized the Insti- 
tute’s training program for three-quarters of 
a century. 

The Moody Annuity Plan also provides 
generous tax benefits, and your income from 
the annuity is largely tax exempt. It’s an ex- 
cellent Christian plan for funds, property and 
securities. 

If you are interested in becoming a partner 
in the Lord’s work through Moody’s world- 
wide, soul-winning ministries—and receiving 
a generous, assured income for life (up to 
8%% return, depending on age), we invite 
you to write for the FREE booklet, ‘““Double 
Dividends,” which explains the Moody Annu- 
ity Plan in detail. Mail coupon today. 


Christian stewards are also 
putting surplus funds in the 


Moody Deposit Agreement Plan 


ieee ih 


You are guaranteed a fair return on 
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lievers. It was the Holy Spirit who 
was to bring into remembrance the 
things that they had been taught. It 
was the holy Spirit who came on 
Pentecost and established the new 
body, so making peace by making of 
the two—believing Jew and believing 
Gentile—one new man (Eph. 2:14). 
It was the Holy Spirit who spoke 
through James, not Peter, at the first 
church council (Acts 15:13). Peter 
was not the primate of that meeting, he 
was merely the foremost talker. 

And when all this is realized we 
look for a unity of the Spirit. We work 
for such a unity. When we look for 
complete organizational: unity, are we 
not playing dog in Aesop’s fable? Are 
we not looking down into the stream 
and thinking that the reflection is bet- 
ter than that which we hold? And if 
we let go of that which we hold are 
we not going to lose all? For our unity 
is in Christ, and we will be one with 
all who move towards Him and who 
accept all believers as equals. 

We have a great unity with Jaroslav 
Pelikan because he testifies that he is 
a redeemed child of God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The fact that 
he is a minister of the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran church is beside the point. 
Missouri Synod ministers will not sit 
on a platform with non-Missouri- 
Synod Lutherans, let alone with min- 
isters of other denominations. Offi- 
cially, they will not consent to lead in 
prayer in a mixed meeting where min- 
isters of other denominations are pres- 
ent. Fortunately, among them there 
are evangelicals who do not follow 
such legalism. 

We have unity with individual Naz- 
arenes and Pentecostals and Method- 
ists and Roman Catholics and mem- 
bers of no church at all, when these 
individuals confess that they are by 
nature sinners, redeemed through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that they call 
Him Savior and Lord. Individual mem- 
bers of these and other churches who 
do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
is the Lord God Almighty and that 
salvation is through His atoning death 
are merely tares in the midst of the 
wheat. How can we have union with 
them when we have no unity with 
them? Union is made by men, unity is 
made by the Holy Spirit. Whether or 
not union ever progresses is of no 
importance whatsoever; unity will al- 
ways be the work of the Holy Spirit 
and will progress as He desires. 

Pelikan has expressed this thought, 
but has not given its implications the 
importance they deserve: “Even more 
alien to Roman thinking (than the 
theory of various branches of the 
church) would be the suggestion that 
oneness in Christ does not necessarily 
imply an agreement about the organi- 
zation of the church at all, and that it 


is possible for Christians under various 
forms of church organizations to ac. 
knowledge one another as brethren jp 
the unity we have in Christ. Because 
of the equation of Roman Catholicism 
with the church, such a suggestion 
about the unity of the church begs the 
question, according to Rome; it as. 
sumes that there is a church member. 
ship which does not logically issue jp 
submission to Roman authority. Dis. 
cussion of the forthcoming ecumenical 
council makes clear that eager as many 
Roman Catholics are for reunion with 
Protestantism, they are unable to con- 
sider such reunion in the same way 
that Protestants have learned to view 
it as a result of the ecumenical move- 
ment . . . Reunion comes when Protes- 
tantism, like the prodigal son, comes 
back from the far country to be for- 
given and accepted.” 

Because of this I find a fallacy in 
Pelikan’s statement: “Even though Ro- 
man Catholics may say that the only 
Christ we have is the Christ whose 
will is continually being expressed by 
His vicar on earth, and even though 
Protestants may say that the Christ ‘of 
Christian authority is the Christ inter- 
preted by the Bible (interpreted in tum 
by these Protestants), we do have in 
our common allegiance to the name 
of £hrist a common loyalty that is 
greater than our dedication to our 
churches or to their interpretation of 
the Bible. On this allegiance we all 
agree.” 

The fallacy lies in the fact that there 
is a third Christ, the Christ who is 
seated at the right hand of God, daily 
revealed to all the elect by the Holy 
Spirit in agreement with the Scrip- 
tures. Following such a Christ makes 
it impossible to compromise with that 
which dethrones the Holy Spirit and 
exalts a Roman pope who arrogates 
to himself the right to claim that Mary 
is in Heaven and that prayers may be 
made to her. This will be further seen 
in a few years when the coming Ro 
man council will almost certainly de 
clare the blasphemous doctrines of 
Mary the mediatress and Mary the co 
redemptress. 

Much as I join with Dr. Pelikan in 
feeling the burden of division i 
Christendom, far greater is the burden 
of faithfulness to Christ, the Holy 
Spirit and the Bible. My attitude to 
wards all who, like flies caught @ 
fly-paper, are enmeshed in the horrors 
of Roman blasphemy, is to seek to 
distinguish between those who belong 
to Christ and those who do not. If we 
find some who do belong to Christ we 
must seek to teach them, and to free 
them from their bondage. In the past 
three decades I have received maiy 
former Roman Catholics into ou 
church organization. Publicly I hav 
said to them, “And since, in you 
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childhood you were baptized with Ro- 
man Catholic baptism, which teaches 
that the baptism itself brings forgive- 
ness of sins and makes one a member 
of the church, do you now renounce 
Roman Catholic baptism, abjure the 
Roman faith and accept Christian bap- 
tim, the symbol of the work of the 
Holy Spirit in your regeneration?” 

This book by Dr. Pelikan should be 
rad by all who want a monumental 
alysis of the Roman Church which 
would be accepted as a correct analy- 
sis by Romanists. It should be put in 
the hands of any who might be toying 
with the idea of going over to Rome 
for the sake of some fancied unity. He 
demonstrates clearly that this is a 
blind alley. 


A MESSAGE TO CATHOLICS AND 
PROTESTANTS. Oscar Cullmann. 
Trans. by Joseph A. Burgess. Eerd- 
mans. 57 pp. $1.50. 


The reviewer is Ralph L. Keiper, director 
of research, Evangelical Foundation. 


In four essays, Cullman describes 
an attempt to reach a workable re- 
lationship between Protestants and 
Catholics in the interests of Christian 
ecumenicity. Oscar Cullman, since 
1938, has been professor of New Tes- 
tament and early Christianity at the 
University of Basel, and since 1949 





has been professor at the Ecole des 
Hautes, Etudes, Sorbonne, Paris. 

Cullmann believes the divisions 
within Christendom constitute an of- 
fense to the gospel. Thus, in his first 
essay he discusses primitive Chris- 
tianity and the ecumenical problem. 
This first lecture also discusses what 
the New Testament has to say about 
Christian unity and divisions among 
believers. In his second essay he shows 
that from a human point of view re- 
union between the Roman and non- 
Roman churches in one and the same 
church is impossible. In his third es- 
say he shows that the solidarity of 
those who are baptized Christians and 
who call on the name of Christ is 
possible and is already expressed in 
prayer and in theological discussion. 
And here Cullmann strikes the theme 
of his book. Because there has been 
prayer and theological discussion be- 
tween the Roman and non-Roman 
churches, he has suggested another 
means of bringing reunion nearer; 
namely, a yearly offering by both for 
one another; by the Protestants for 
needy Catholics, and by the Catholics 
for needy Protestants. This proposal 
leads him to his fourth essay, in which 
he discusses the realization of his pro- 
‘posal, the various objections which 
have been raised against it, and his 
refutation of these objections. 





SPACE AGE CHALLENGE 


Which Way Is Up? 


GOD IN THE SPACE AGE. Martin J. 
Heinecken. Winston. 216 pp. 
$3.50. 

The reviewer is Thomas H. Leith, asso- 
ciate professor of science and mathematics, 
Gordon College. 

In recent years a number of writers 
have given thought to the question of 
Christian theology in the light of 
man’s likely space-travel. These range 
from the profound discourse of Theo- 
logical Studies (June 1958) and the 
Angelican Theological Review (April 
1957), through Mascall’s Christian The- 
ology and Natural Science and the Satur- 
day Review (October 19, 1957) to a Life 
editorial of early 1958. But none has 
expanded the theme as does this book, 
nor written with such clarity and charm. 
I enjoyed every minute of stimulation. 

The author, a United Lutheran pro- 
fessor of systematic theology, brings 
to this work a broad background and 
obvious long and hard thought. One 
may not always agree with a coloring 
given the book by Martin Buber or 
Karl Heim whose theologies are ob- 
viously influential. But one can differ 
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with very little and then he has to 
search his own soul. 

The author takes us through both 
pleasant and disturbing pastures. We 
stop at the challenges of the space age, 
the sad past and future opportunity of 
the relation between science and relig- 
ion, a much-needed corrective to the 
crudities of some Christian thought in 
“Will space explorers discover God or 
Heaven?”, and the hotly debated ques- 
tion of life on other planets and its na- 
ture. We then enter a most interesting 
study of the need for space law (in this 
regard see the readily-obtained House 
Document No. 89, 86th Congress, Ist 
Session) and conclude with a piece of 
must-reading, the God-given opportu- 
nity and challenge of widening per- 
spectives in man’s knowledge of and 
control over nature. 

The work should be read and read 
again. Hundreds of questions of Chris- 
tian ethic and purpose burst like a 
flood-tide upon the reader. It would 
make fine reading along with any em- 
bracing Christian study of the philoso- 
phy of history. 








PTL Evangelistic Teams 
are Reaching 
Tomorrow's Leader's 
Today in Nigeria 
and Ghana. 


After a meeting, one headmaster made 
the following statement to students: 


“| don’t know what you learned today, but 
today was the first time that | ever heard 
that I had to be a citizen of heaven in 
order to belong. | thought going to church 
was enough, but now I know what it really 
means to believe and to trust in Christ.” 


Pray and give that there may be no inter- 
ruption of this great work for lack of 
continued support from the Christians of 


America. 
INTERNATIONAL 


ALFRED A. KUNZ “virector 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


You can’t think of @ better graduation 
to give than a year’s subscription to 
ETERNITY Magazine. 
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By JAMES MARTIN 


An imaginative reconstruction of 
the weeks just after the first 
Easter when Jesus’ enemies tried 
to explain away the empty tomb. 
$2.00 at -your bookseller 
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THE GOSPEL 
OF THE KINGDOM 


Popular Expositions on the 
Kingdom of God 


GEORGE ELDON LADD 


“Without doubt Ladd’s writings are 
the most constructive in the field of 
Eschatology today. He makes a consis- 
tent case for his position. We need more 
works like this among evangelicals.“— 
WARREN C. YOUNG, “Eternity,” this 
issue. “A first-rate piece of work.”— 
F. F. BRUCE $2.75 


EVOLUTION AND 
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
TODAY 


A Modern Assessment 


RUSSELL MIXTER, Editor 


This best-selling volume of the Amer- 
ican Scientific Affiliation assesses the 
theory of evolution in the light of con- 
temporary research and the Scriptural 
data relevant to the questions of origin 
and organic development. A must for 


$4.50 


every serious student. 


THE WITNESS 
OF THE SPIRIT 


An Essay on the Contemporary 
Relevance of the Internal Wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit 


BERNARD RAMM 
“An invaluable study . . . sure to 
stimulate a fresh interest in a most 
timely and basic topic. When it comes 
to writing a book that is a must in the 
area it treats we can only say of this 
volume that Ramm has done it again.”— 
BOYD HUNT, “Christianity Today.” 

$3.00 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 








In summary, Dr. Cullmann suggests 
that if we cannot arrive at ecumen- 
icity by means of the word of doc- 
trine, perhaps we should attempt it 
by means of the works of charity. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE TODAY. Charles 
S. Braden. Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity. 432 pp. $5.95. 

The reviewer is Walter R. Martin, con- 
tributing editor of ETERNITY Magazine and 
co-author of “The Christian Science Myth” 
(Zondervan). 

Beyond a question of a doubt, Dr. 
Braden has systematically omitted the 
most damaging evidence against the 
claims of Mary Baker Eddy and Chris- 
tian Science and has ignored the mass 
of evidence which prove the utter fal- 
sity of this religion. For instance, he 
fails to mention that Mrs. Eddy 
plagiarized a large portion of her book 
Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures from an unpublished manu- 
script by Francis Lieber, the great 
Hegelian authority and historian. Dr. 
Walter Haushalter’s book, Mrs. Eddy 
Purloins from Hegel receives but pass- 
ing notice from Braden who disregards 
entirely the testimony of over a dozen 
qualified handwriting experts, all of 
whom have validated the Lieber man- 
uscript and Haushalter’s conclusions. 

Braden states: “I am not myself con- 
vinced of the genuineness of the Lieber 
document. But I am certainly not as 
yet convinced that it cannot be genu- 
ine.” In another place he states “noth- 
ing short of external evidence such as 
the Christian Science board claims to 
possess can finally determine the is- 
sue.” 

In fact, whenever Braden does be- 
come dogmatic and critical, it is al- 


ways with the orthodox Christian 
faith. 

On the whole, the Braden book 
draws from _ recognized Christian 


Science sources and does not intro- 
duce the damning evidence of such 
writers as Georgine Milmine, F. W. 
Peabody, Adam Dickey, Mark Twain, 
F. Campbell Springer, Edwin F. 
Dakin, and Ernest Southerland Bates. 
Christian Science Today, then, is one 
liberal scholar’s appraisal of the Chris- 
tian Science church. As far as I can 
determine, he would just as soon en- 
dorse Mrs. Eddy as Jesus Christ. 


FAITH AND PERSEVERANCE. G. C. 
Berkouwer. Eerdmans. 256 pp. 
$4. 

The reviewer is Herman Kuiper, asso- 
ciate professor of systematic theology, em- 
eritus at Calvin Theological Seminary. 

This book is a translation by Robert 
S. Knudsen of a Dutch volume written 
by the professor of dogmatics in the 
Free University of Amsterdam to elu- 








cidate and propagate a specifically Re. 
formed doctrine. 

On elucidating the Reformed dog. 
trine of perseverance, Berkouwe 
makes it plain that this doctrine 
properly understood and believed, dog 
not breed false security and does no 
induce Christians to indulge in loog 
living. On the contrary, it places dy 
emphasis on man’s duty to struggle 
earnestly against the destructive power 
of Satan and sin in the way of faith 
and prayer. And at the same time, this 
doctrine affords genuine Christian 
solid comfort and assurance by focus. 
ing their eyes upon the never-failing 
power and the ever-enduring mercy of 
their God, so clearly taught throughout 
the whole of Scripture. 

Believers never lose the saving grace 

with which God has once endowed 
them, and the saving faith implanted 
in their souls never suffers shipwreck 
because God, who chose them unto sal- 
vation, unerringly carried out His eter- 
nal purposes of love with regard to 
them; because the intercessions of 
Christ and of the Holy Spirit on their 
behalf are bound to prove efficacious, 
and because the Holy Spirit, who ha 
selected their hearts as His home ani 
workshop, will never desert them but 
will surely perfect the good work be 
gun in them. 
“ Meanwhile, Christians can enjoy the 
assurance of their salvation only in » 
far as they, renouncing all efforts to 
save themselves, rest completely on 
the saving power and mercy of God, 
who so preserves them that they per 
severe in the faith. In the perseverance 
of the saints, God’s grace has the 
priority. To say that God keeps them 
unto salvation through faith is but ar 
other way of saying that salvation i 
by grace alone. 

We heartily recommend this vo 
ume, feeling as we do, that its study 
will tend to promote adoring wonde 
of God’s way of salvation. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM 
George E. Ladd. Eerdmans. 147 pp. 
$2.75. 

The reviewer is Warren C. Young, pre 
fessor of philosophy, Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, and author 
of “Christian Approach to Philosophy 
(Baker). 

This is the third book in the field d 
eschatology by Dr. Ladd of Fulle 
Seminary. In this work, Ladd develops 
the Kingdom idea with nine biblical 
expositions on various aspects of King 
dom teaching. 

Without doubt Ladd’s writings ar 
the most constructive in the field of 
eschatology today. He does not write 
in a critical or polemical spirit, as om 
with a special cause to plead, but a 
ways endeavors to present in construc 
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ive fashion what the Scriptures teach 
as he understands them. Hence, his 
writing is simple, clear, and unforced, 
as it should be when one is allowing 
the Word to speak for itself. I have al- 
ways found his writing to be most 
helpful and spiritually uplifting. Fur- 
thermore, he makes a consistent case 
for his position. 

No doubt some will take exception 
to his approach, particularly in relation 
to Israel and the Church. Ladd be- 
lieves that God has one plan, one pur- 
pose, and one people. In this context 
he understands the Scriptures. Hence, 
today, the Kingdom rejected by Israel 
is being manifested in God’s new peo- 
ple—the Church. Israel after the spirit, 
past, present, and future, will be in the 
Kingdom, but so also will the Church. 
There is but one true people of God in 
His ultimate plan. 

We need more works like this among 
evangelicals. This is a book which 
will help to build up the lives of the 
saints and by so doing build up the 
Church, and in all of this help in the 
furtherance of the Kingdom of God. 


THE APOCALYPSE TODAY. Thomas F. 
Torrance. Eerdmans. 155 pp. $3. 
The reviewer is Merrill C. Tenney, dean 

of the Graduate School, Wheaton College, 

and author of “Interpreting Revelation.” 
The perplexity of Christians who 
are attempting to find a way of con- 


fronting courageously the darkening . 


world of today evoked the book. Its 
17 consecutive expositions of the con- 
tent of Revelation are the fruit of an 
éffort to make the Apocalypse relevant 
to modern spiritual problems. Dr. Tor- 


rance does not attempt to identify its 
figures historically nor to construct 
any plan of the ages, and he does not 
avow allegiance to any particular es- 
chatological system. 

His position seems to be that the 
book of Revelation provides insight 
rather than foresight. It presents spir- 
itual principles for the instruction and 
encouragement of believers, but it is 
not to be taken literally in any way. 
He interprets the casting of Satan into 
the bottomless pit by saying: “Surely 
this is what Jesus Christ has done, 
blotted out our sins, bound the dragon 
of guilt and cast it into the bottom- 
less pit.” The star that falls from 
heaven to earth is called “wormwood” 
because the Christian gospel brings 
bitterness among its opponents. These 
principles are correct, but one won- 
ders if the writer of Revelation meant 
to use these figures of speech in that 
way. Dr. Torrance spiritualizes Re- 
velation thoroughly, though quite con- 
sistently. 

The sermons are eloquent, pertin- 
ent, and very helpful in understand- 
ing the spirit of Revelation, which Dr. 
Torrance has caught well. The sover- 
eign purpose of God, His control of 
a rebellious world, His manifestation 
of Himself in Christ, and His final 
victory are admirably stated. The de- 
nial of any literal significance to the 
millennium and, by inference, to the 
rest of the book, will not satisfy those 
students who see in Revelation a pro- 
cess of judgment demanding _histori- 
cal rathér than ideal interpretation, 
having value as illustrative of spiritual 
principles because it foreshadows ac- 
tual events that are yet to occur. 





NEW COMMENTARY SERIES 


Off to a Good Start 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE. 
Donald G. Miller. John Knox. 175 
pp. $2. 

The reviewer is Everett F. Harrison, 
professor of New Testament, Fuller The- 
ological Seminary, and author of “Son of 
God Among the Sons of Man” (Wilde). 

This volume in The Layman’s Bible 
Commentary sets forth in a semi-popu- 
lar form a scholarly digest of the third 
Gospel. Working through the book by 
sections, Dr. Miller gives the high 
points of the narrative and deals with 
problems as they emerge. It is not a 
verse-by-verse discussion. At times the 
author ranges into other portions of 
Scripture for purposes of comparison 
and illustration. 

Items which present special diffi- 
culty to the modern mind are dealt 
with in a manner calculated to carry 
the reader along rather than antag- 
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onize him. The author comes out to 
the ground of historic Christian faith 
without appearing to assume it. This 
absence of dogmatism will appeal to 
many readers who have a tendency to 
look with suspicion or. condescension 
upon Christianity as they presently 
understand it. 

Perhaps the most distinct impres- 
sion left by the reading of this volume 
is admiration for its compactness. 
Much is said in comparatively small 
compass. One finds economy of ex- 
pression as well as of format. With 
narrow margins and fairly small type, 
this book contains as much as some 
which are half again as large. It should 
have a fine ministry through its testi- 
mony to Christ, its insight into the 
solution of difficulties, and its grasp of 
the central truths throughout the Gos- 
pel narrative. 





(Advertisement) 





DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Atonement 


‘*The uniform teaching of the Word of 
God is that the Lord Jesus Christ came 
into the world that He might die for the 
sin of men. ‘The Son of man came... to 
give his life a ransom for many’ (Matthew 
20: 28; Mark 10:45). ‘Christ Jesus . 
gave himself a ransom for all’ (I Timothy 
2:5, 6). We do not question for one mo- 
ment that He came to reveal the Father, 
to do the Father’s will, to fulfill the law, 
to be the light of the world, to impart life, 
to witness to the truth to destroy the works 
of the devil; but we affirm that basic to 
all is His atoning death and bodily resur- 
rection. . 

‘“Men need atonement, for men are lost. 
Men need to be saved, for men cannot save 
themselves. Since it is sin which separates 
from God, the sin question must be settled. 
God’s answer to men’s sin is the blood of 
Christ. Wherever else the sacrifice of Christ 
may be frowned upon and rejected, in 
heaven it is the song of the redeemed and 
the vindication of the holiness of God. No 
wonder it is called ‘ precious blood’ (I Peter 
1:39). 

‘<The sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus 
was for us; He died in our place. He ‘bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree’ (I 
Peter 2:24). He ‘suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust’ (I Peter 3:18). ‘He 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin’ (II Corinthians 5:21). ‘Christ 
Jesus ...a ransom for all.’ It is by faith 
in Him who died and rose again that men 
find life everlasting (John 3:16; 5: 24; 
Ephesians 2: 8, 9).’’ 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. ET-0-865, 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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| WISH | HAD KNOWN 
(Continued from page 24) 


that, it seemed impossible to bridge the 
gulf between us—we were poles apart, 
all of us. Yet several of us are Chris- 
tians, and active in Christian work. 
Would that someone had shown me in 
my youth where the paths of with- 
drawal I was pursuing would lead, and 
how hard it is to break down family 
barriers once they have been raised! 

All these conclusions, of course, are 
the observations of maturity; they 
could only be arrived at after much ex- 
perience of life. True; and yet few of 
us realize what a wondrously fertile 
field is the mind of a child. Rightly 
taught, the seeds of all these lines of 
thought could have been sown in 
childhood, and, under God, have been 
watered and cultivated until they came 
to a sweeter and more fruitful harvest 
than they have in my life. 

Christian educators, from pastors 
down to the humblest worker touching 
the life of a child, and Christian par- 
ents in particular, should be aware of 
these things, and seek, in dependence 
upon God’s Holy Spirit, by their own 
attitudes and manner of life, as well as 
by their teaching and their words, to 
lay a solid foundation for the growth 
of the young lives in their care. If 
even one such educator can be alerted 
to the dangers of causing children to 
absorb faulty attitudes in Christian 
things, my story will have been well 
told. 


Christ came to bring peace. The only 
weapons He ever held in His hands were 
nails. 





THE MAN WHO UNDERSTANDS 
(Continued from page 26) 


in some abstract eternity, but “In 
Christ,” and can therefore only be 
known and understood within the con- 
text of faith. Nothing therefore can 
be rightly known or said about elec- 
tion except that which arises out of 
this correlation of faith and Christ. 
Anything that is said about election 
which is not an expression of the be- 
liever’s faith in Christ is bound to be 
less than biblical and a menace to his 
personal assurance of salvation. Only 
when election is understood within 
faith and in reference to Christ, can 
the truth of election become for us, as. 
it was for Paul, a matter of joyful 
praise and doxology. 

(For many Christians, “the less 
said about election the better.” To 
such Christians I would heartily rec- 
ommend the reading of Berkouwer’s 
Divine Election.) 
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This principle of correlation plays ~than an intellectual exercise. He is not 


a large role in Berkouwer’s theology. 
He believes that it provides the theo- 
logian with a means of avoiding the 
subjectivism of Arminianism and the 
objectivism, for example, of Barthian- 
ism. For example when Berkouwer 
contends that election does not take 
place apart from Christ, nor apart 
from faith, he does not mean that a 
Christian is elected because he be- 
lieves. Berkouwer is no Arminian. 
The believer’s faith and election are 
exclusively the result of God’s grace. 
His point is rather that since election 
does not take place except in refer- 
ence to Christ and to faith, election 
cannot be understood, nor even known, 
except within this framework otf re- 
ference. And for this reason ke ser- 
iously objects to Barth’s contention 
that all men are elected in Christ and 
saved in Christ, although they know 
it not, for such a view undercuts the 
necessity of faith and personal de- 
cision and the urgency of gospel pro- 
clamation. It is precisely because 
election takes place in Christ and within 
a faith-reference, that personal faith 
is necessary and gospel proclamation 
imperative. Thus this principle of cor- 
relation protects the biblical idea of 
grace on the one hand, and the dy- 
namic moment of gospel proclamation 
and personal decision, on the other. 

Berkouwer believes that theology 
must speak out of faith. His theologi- 
cal writings, like a weaver’s- shuttle, 
move from, but ever and again back 
to the Scriptures. This constant drawing 
from the wells of redemption im- 
parts to even his most substantial theo- 
logical writings an evangelical fer- 
vor and religious warmth. The reader 
is never allowed to be just a student, 
touched in mind but not in heart. On 
the contrary, he feels in Berkouwer’s 
writings the glow of the gospel. Read- 
ing, he knows he is engaged in more 
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merely having an intellectual “good 
time.” He knows rather that he is 
listening to the truth of God in Christ 
about his redemption, that even by 
theological terminology he has beep 
thrust into the time of his salvation, 

Berkouwer writes theology, as does 
Barth, with passion. And this passion 
is not merely in him, but actually ip 
the theology itself, prompting the 
reader to exclaim, “Did not our hearts 
bura within us?” For this reason his 
theology reaches—as does that of 
Barth—into the pulpit. 

Not every layman could read any- 
thing that Berkouwer has written and 
sense the passion and benefit from the 
sermonic impact. But a_ theologican 
can, and this is the greater tribute, 

Two of Berkouwer’s greatest feats 
are his understanding of Karl Barth 
and his immersion in Roman Catholic 
thought. As a long-time reader-of Karl 
Barth and one of his most perceptive 
critics, Berkouwer has produced one 
of the finest evaluations of Barth's 
theology in his recent book, The Tri- 
umph of Grace. 

As a student of Catholicism Berk- 
ouwer reveals his ecumenical spirit 
and his belief in the necessity and 
value of carrying on the “great con- 
versation” with the various sectors of 
thesChristian Church. Over the years 
he has addressed himself from the 
Reformation platform: “by grace 
alone,” to Roman Catholic thought 
—and not least to its current internal 
theological tensions and to recent doc- 
trinal formulations, some of which he 
views with a Reformation-dismay, and 
some with trembling hope. 

His recent little book Recent 
Developments in Roman Catholic 
Thought is a case in point. In this 
pocketbook the author reveals his sen- 
sitive awareness of current changes 
and tensions in Roman Catholic 
thought—a fact which may _ surprise 
the Protestant reader who imagines 
that Roman Catholic thought is com- 
pletely static. And here as elsewhere 
the light of the gospel shines through 
bright and warm, a factor which may 
help explain why Berkouwer is not 
only personally acquainted with many 
Continental Roman Catholic thinkers, 
but is read and esteemed by many 
more. 





OUR CHURCHES ARE ALL 
MIXED UP 


(Continued from page 29) 


a modern church so that its true func- 
tion becomes predominant. 

One of the places to begin is with a 
critical examination of our Sunday 
worship services. For the most patt, 
they are too cold and impersonal. They 
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wfter from professionalism. The worst 
hing about them is that they tend to 
jenerate a spectator attitude on the 
jart of the people. Whenever this hap- 
jens, the full power of the worshiping, 
articipating fellowship is destroyed. 
{mplicity and congregational partic- 
jation should be the keynote. We 
wed to eliminate unsingable hymns, 
gsical performances by choirs, and 
gange or sloppy articulations by 
cgymen. We need to instruct our 

le in many different ways about 
fle meaning, method, and experience 
df corporate worship. 

The second way it can improve mat- 
rs is in a fresh appraisal of its teach- 
ing opportunities. The whole church 
program is a great unused opportunity 
fo teach the Good News of the gospel. 
What a pity that so many churches 
think of teaching only as something 
that takes place in the Sunday school, 
the confirmation class, or an adult 
study groups. Our worship services are 
opportunities for instruction. The 
weekday organizations are rare 
chances to proclaim the gospel and to 
make its meaning clear. Pastoral calls 
upon the sick, the shut-in, and conva- 
lescent open doors of teaching as natu- 
ral as we could ask for. In short, the 
total program of the church ought to 
be looked at as a teaching program. 

Third, I believe there needs to be 
some thoughtful group made up of lay- 
men and women in every parish which 
has the responsibility of asking three 
questions and finding the answers to 
them: 

First, what is the true religious job 
of this church? 

Second, how can all that is done in 
this whole church set forward that true 
religious task? 

Third, to what extent is everything 
which we are doing changing the lives 
of the people involved? 

In the average local church, nobody 
ever asks these basic questions. It is 
generally assumed by the lay people 
that this is something the pastor is tak- 
ing care of. Yet, it is not possible for 
him to do it by himself. If he is the 
only one caring and thinking about it, 
it will never happen. It should be the 
most widely discussed subject at all 
gatherings of the church leadership. 
The entire church program should be 
judged by the answers given to these 
three questions. 

My final suggestion may also startle 
you a bit. It is a growing conviction of 
mine that no church can fulfill its true 
function unless there is at the very 
center of its leadership life a small 
community of quietly fanatic, changed, 
and truly converted Christians. The 
trouble with most churches is that no- 
body, including the pastor, is really 
greatly changed. But even where there 
is a devoted self-sacrificing minister at 
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the heart of the fellowship, not much 
will happen until there is a community 
of changed men and women. 

Ordinary men cannot win the bru- 
tally pagan life of a city like New 
York for Christ. We want quiet fa- 
natics, men who will outlive and out- 
suffer the worst sufferings of the slums, 
and within their little community re- 
veal to others a kind of Christian rela- 
tionship that is so different and so ac- 
cepting that it cannot be resisted. That 
little changed community must be ever 
anxious to admit those who wish to 
share its life, whatever their race or 
condition may be. I can assure you 
that it is startling, indeed, to see how 
the most unlikely people are drawn to 
a real fellowship in Christ, when they 
see it for the first time. 

I am certain that the slums of New 
York are not the only places which 
need the presence of the truly re- 


deemed community. Whenever 
church can create at the center of 
leadership life a similar small but tri 
different nexus of relationships, tf 
nothing can stop that ‘church from 
realizing its true function. 

Modern parish life places many 6 
stacles in the way of Jesus Christ. 
lays heavy burdens on all conscienti¢ 
leaders. This does not mean that § 
should find these obstacles too great! 
be removed, or the burden too hea 
to be borne. Perhaps our contributid 
in these days is not so much the eyg 
gelizing of the world as it is the Ch 
tianization of the Church itself. 

God is surely preparing His Ch 
for some decisive role in history. If 
can work with divine discontent a 
candid self-criticism, He will help us 
make His gospel heard yet by a gene 
ation that suspects at present that 
do not mean what we are saying. 
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Snapshot of You 
By ELIZABETH BRAUND 


HE IS TERRIBLY BUSY. He tells you this looking up from a newspaper but, 
as he explains, he has come in too tired to read anything else. Later, he 
means to get down to Bible study; he feels at present he could not concen- 
trate. 

He is very sensitive to feelings. He cannot pray when he is feeling tired 
or out of sorts, and declares it would be useless for him to try. His 
thoughts would only wander. He must wait until he has time, and feels 
that he can truly worship God and pray for others. 

But when he does have the opportunity to pray or to take up his Bible, 
something always seems to happen to prevent him. Or, as he gets to his 
knees, he suddenly remembers something he should have done and must 
do at once. He spends a few minutes in prayer and Bible reading in the 
mornings, and sometimes at night. It is difficult to find time for more. But 
as soon as he can, he is going to cut things down, and then he will have 
longer to spend with God. 

But, he tells you, he is an ordinary, practical man and will never-be able 
to study like some people. He wishes he could. But he would just not be 
able to take it in. His witness must be in practical living. It is wonderful, he 
agrees, to hear of the time some people spend in prayér, but they don’t 
have all his interruptions. And then, of course, in the old days people had G 
more time. Besides, those whose lives we read about were exceptional. 

Who is he to think he could ever know the heights of Christian experi- 
ence which saints down the ages have recorded? It would be presumption 
on his part to think these things are for him. He is just an ordinary Chris- 
tian. You turn to the Bible with him—to its exhortations to all believers to 
press on, to stir themselves up, to strive, to put on the whole armor, al- 
ways to pray and not to faint . . . He listens and is persuaded. Well yes, he 
sees that he must not give in too easily. Somehow, he must cut down other 7 
things in order to give more time to prayer and meditation. He must, and 
as soon as he can straighten things out, he will. 

You see him a year later. Things have been so difficult. He is terribly 
busy but he must, and as soon as he can straighten things out, he will... . 
(Reprinted by permission from “The Evangelical Magazine” of London.) 
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